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THE PILGRIM ROUTE THROUGH A 
WORLD OF WONDER. 

Where Millions Have Tread. 

OF all the Mountain treks which I ( ,wakr i t~g  stages), in~provement oi 
have done, t he  tllrilling interest roaclh, fccbding of illdigcnt pilgrim8 ancl 

associated with this  adventure will re- Badlius and for dispensaries on the  
main embtdded in ~ n y  memory. ~~ i lg r i ln  rorlte. The l~eadquarters of 

Of the four Ilhartns (principal places 
t l ~ i \  Institution is a t  li.ishikesh, and 

of worship) in India, t he  Northern 
11;11~:1 Sh1.i 3lalli l l a ~ n  is the  present 
. \ t l l n i ~ ~ i ~ t ~ . a t o r  and 3Ian:lgrr. 

Shrines of Uttaraklland, comprising 
Jamnotree, Girngotree, ~ a d r i  and 
Iceclar, sltuated on the  banks of the 
I1olir5t of Indian rivers, a re  held 
s:~crcd in t l ~ e  heart, of Hindus, of whon~, 
an  estiinated number of fifty thousand 
unclertalie the  annual pi lgri~uage over 
this Inlperial Highway t o  which 
Rishilre-11 (railhead) is  t he  Gateway. 

The sanctity of the  pilgriliiagc 
recluires t ha t  pilgrims follow the course 
of the sacred rivers and make a sojourn 
of one niglit a t  least a t  every place of 
pilgrimage. 

The pilgrimage season is between 
April :111cl 0ctol)cr. To avoid the heat 
of the valley, the  beginning and ending 
periods are preferably chosen. 

Activities of Kali Kamli Wala 
'I'l~r pliil:~~~tllrol)i(. :~ctivitic.s of l la l ) :~  

i I i  l :  r e  i t  prolllincnre 
t l i ro l~g l~or~ t  this ~)ilgl.imagc. The origin 
of the i t~>t i tu t io~r  tl:~tcs 1):rcli to  IYH- l  
wllen Swami \7isl~ritld:~nand J i  untler- 
took the pilgrin~age iu those days when 
t11t.l.c wel.cs no fiootl roads to  tlrcse 
I)I :ICCS, 110 ~ ) I ~ R ~ ~ I I I ~ : I ~ ~ s  atid IIO arratlge- 
mvnt of ally aovl i c ) r  foo~l-t~lHs I'or 
pilgl.ims. This pious I ~ I ; I I I  gal.lecl 
hiunsrlf in a 1,1;1(.1i 1)Ianl~et ant1 was 
(.ornlno~~ly rcFc1.1.ctl to :I. the l<ali Tiu~l~l i  
Wnln. Tht. loss of life and rnise1.y 
% I I S ~ ~ I ~ I I ~ ~  '0111 t l ~ i s  pil!:rjr~~:~ F<, so ini- 
prc,ssc~l the, Swanii tlrnt, on his ],eturn, 
he ken! orlt ni l  S. 0. S. n1)penling for 
fnllcls to  ;~llc~.i:~tc. this distress and it, 
Inet n-it11 an irr~i~ictli:~tc and generons 
resl)o~~se f~wm Intlin's t,rndit.ional hospi- 
i t  l c o n t l , i l ~ ~ ~ l i c ~ l ~  :111,1 <111)se- 
q11"1l, :11!1111:11 d ~ ~ l : ~ t j i ) i ~ s  ;II.P ~lt,ilize(j for 
n~ninta in ing Dh:tr;~ms:~!:~s, Py:looq 

Facilities for the Pilgrimage 
Tlrc Itulc:~. of Trl11.i Garliwal-Captain 

11. 11. 1l:lj:rll S a r e ~ ~ d r a  Sllah, C.S.I., as 
l I I ; I ~ ~ : I I I  of these Northern 
Sllrines, has elaborated on the  philan- 
t l ~ ~ w p i c  ac.tivities of Kali  Kanili IVala, 
by establishing resting houses known as 
C!l~:lttics, \\.it11 sllops, a t  an  average 
t1istalrc.c O F  four miles apa r t  throughout 
the pilgl.il11 route. IJilgrinls, who stay 
in tlic.zcl Clrattie<, hare  to  buy their 
Coodst tiffs from the o\i7ners, who in 
rcturn give shelter and use of cooking 
~rtensil., free of charge. 

Fire~vooil is in abu~ltlance and not  
c.o.;tly. 

Da~itlic S ,  Jilhpnns and Kundees 
( I ) :~>l i ( . t~)  convc.yed by coolies can be 
h:ltl a t  llnni-Iii-Reti in Rishikesh for 
the colrvcy:rnce of the old, infirm, 
i.11ildl.cn ;~ncl those indisposed to  travel 
l )?  fcot. Silver coins ancl small change 
( l~o~r ld  Iw prcfern1)lg carried. The 
National jin1.11, supplemented nit11 a 
light pair. of shoes. an  umbrella and a 
I)l:lnket,, afford great  conrenience t o  
t : '  l i l t .  Hill s t r ea~ns  of ice-cold 
\ v n t n  :I1.e mr t  in abundi~nce and should 
Ile refortecl to  in preference t o  the  
rnr~ddy n-:iters of the  rivers. 

My Arrangements 
Hn\ ing 111:il)ped out  the route, I 

,111 ~tlrel ~t into tlllrt? stages, varying 
I rorn 15 to  35 nliles per day. 

I T V  ~nnovation took the form of 
i l tr.rnsport-a plywood box, 
'1 f i t  I I I  fitted with tn-o bicvcle 
\I l)cel. :>lit1 :I telescopic corer. which 
openeil t o  a length of six feet t o  serve 
tlle purpose of a bed. 
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In  this  box I took all my luggage 
consisting of a fourfold sleeping bag, 
waterproof coat, heavy serge coat, 
gun-stick, camera, field-glasses, water  
bottle, haversacli, p in t  mug, toilet 
zequisites, a repair  outfit and a few 
"iron" rations. 

The box was fitted with a sliaft t o  
which the cooly could be liarnessed by 
means of leather straps. 

Har ing  received my Passport from 
the  Teliri Durbar and the  Col1ec:tor 
P a u r i  (British Garhwal) t o  undertake 
the  journcy, I planned my tour  to  evacle 
tlie nlonsoon ancl set out  early i11 May. 

Folloning the tradit ions of pilgrini- 
age, I vested for 24 hours a t  
Kishiliesli where I made the  acquaiiit- 
ance of 13aba Mani Ran1 who sho\\fed 
me round the most important  places of 
tlie town. 

A tempera t~rre  cluring the  day ra ther  
shoolc my re,olution t o  liiake the t r ip .  
Hon-ever, the call of t he  .'Open Road" 
was insibtent, and I decidecl t o  tliinlc 
things over. An easterly breeze swept 
with i t ,  in i ts  t ra in ,  my wavering 
thoughts and temperature ancl t hc  
~norn ing  found me fit for tlle on\vard 
march a f t e r  a good night's rest. 

Setting out-Failure of 
Transport 

The voice of tlie cucltoo yodlccl Ite- 
veille I At sunrise I set out 011 my 
journey nit11 my servant I t a l ~ ~ l a l  Irar- 
nrsserl to  niy wagon, along t l ~ e   noto or 
road whicl~ threads i ts  way through 
rlellse forests. Tlie heat  was 111ibeilr- 
able and to  add to  this  troul~lo therc 
is a scarcity of clrillking ~ v a t r r  on this 
sector. Scarcely a mile was covered 
when i t  was dead low ticle in my water 
bottle. Ifre ploddecl on, suffering 
acutely from thirst .  JVliat a l~lessecl 
relief t o  find a muddy stream trickling 
clown the  11illsi:le ailcl to  meet a pil- 
grim who assured us t l ~ a t  clenrer 
water coulcl he 1i;ld l ~ i g l ~ r r  up  t l ~ e  
course of this  stream. \Ire make n 
successf (11 detour, slol\-ly collsilnie 
about a gallon of water, and replenisll 
my cantec l~ .  Our  at tei~tiol l  was ar-  
rested by baboons, cl iat tc,r i~~g noisily 
imiongst t l ~ e  brancl~es of the trees. 
All their instinctive fear coulcl not  
overcome their natural  curiosity to  
peer a t  us tl~i'ougl~ the  branches, wit11 
questiolling cyes, and show t l ~ c  [)CV- 
fect  coritour of their  teeth, whilat t l ~ e  

wild fowl, with the i r  young, scamper- 
ed  off l ike scared rabbits, at our  ins- 
trusion. 

Everything went easy till, nearing 
the  maiu bazar of Narendranagar a t  
high noon, there was a sudden crash 
-a, spindle had broken. I decide to  
substi tute my wheeled transport  by a, 

cooly and live in real pilgrim style 
througliout the  joul-iiey. 

The Good Samaritan 
Nareaclranagar, a t  a n  elevation of 

4,000 feet  above sea-level, is the  win- 
ter residence of H. H .  tlie IVIaliaraja 
of Tehri. 'l'lie town can boast of a, 

well-equipped bazaar, a Post  and 
Telegrapli Office, a n  up-to-date dis- 
peilsary and a well-f urnished Dak 
Uruigalow. The Dl\raii Sahib has s 
stately edifice perched on tlie top of 
11111, conlnial~dlilg a fine view of the 
surrounding country. 

I aiicl~or for  tlie night  under a 
cl iest~iut  tree, below tlie main bazaar, 
in  close proxin~i ty  t o  t h e  S t a t e  Engi- 
neer's bungalow. A "Good Samari- 
tan" ill tlie person of t he  Oiwan 
Sahib, passes t h a t  way. My quaint  
wagon a t t rac ts  11is at tention.  H c  is 
iiiterested in  it and later  ill lily pro- 
ject. H e  rtlalccs the  gclierous offer of 
two coolies, without charge, to  steer 
my tralisport over t he  rocliy roads 
leadiug t o  Janinotree and Gangotree. 
I coulcl not be persuaded to  accept his 
liiud offer. As a n  alternative, he 
offers t o  purchase the \v;~gorl a t  ally 
price, t o  which I readily asscnt 011 

modest terms. H e  n e s t  invites lrle 
to acco1np;lny him t o  his friend's place 
lvl~ere I dined and was made comfort- 
nble for t l ~ c  night. 

Nes t  n ~ o i ~ ~ ~ i n p ,  1vit11 ;L word of fare- 
\\.ell, tllc Diw:111 Sahib al.nlc~l ille with 
a n  authori ty t o  utilizc! ;l11 St.~tcs I!l-st 
Houscs t h l ~ ~ u ~ 1 1 o 1 1 L  !I'~.~~>I i ~~ : I I . \ I \Y : I I ,  

I r c t t i r l~  etcctc,rns, cl~icHp t , i~ i  pro\-i- 
sions by n1y s t . rv i~~l t .  My c.ooly stipu- 
lated 11e woulcl \\,:111: :IS f ; ~ r  ;IS th i r ty  
inilcs a. clay I,;tt, woultl o;lly carry s 
paclr fi1i2[.c,.l : . : L ~ ~ ' I , - ,  sclc~ct,ing for his 
Ion tL  1 1 i  V l i I Lap, waterproof 
I ; ,  : 1 1  toilet requisities ancl 
~ ~ i c ~ t l ~ c i r ~ t ~  c l i ~ s t ,  retaining as his r ight  
tllc use of my umbrella but  refusing 
to  carry my lieavp serge coat. 'l'liu 
.310 bore gun-stick, cartridge l~e l t ,  
water bottle, haversack, e1cctl.i~ torch, 
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camera, field glasses, and pint mug 
completed my travel roll, and, with 
no small inconvenience autl suffering 
in regard to  heat ,  I donned my heavy 
coat from Narendranagar in the  hope 

endeavour, there was setihfaction 
neither in his look nor hi8 voim. 

T l ~ e  sun was low on the  horizon 
when 1 passed t l ~ c  t n e ~ ~ t i e t l l  milestone 
emerging into Nagani, whero I pu t  

A novel method of transport devised by the 
author which, howe~er,  had to be abandoned 
early in the taur as a result of a broken spindle. 

t h a t  i t  n,ould serve i ts  purpose in col- 
der regions. 

'Ihe day's march is trying but  nu- 
merous hilI-streams offer a refreshing 
draught.  With  thc  thermomekr  re- 
gistering 90 degrees in  the  morning, 
the heat  increased until the  sun beat 
cloaln like the  breath of a foundry. 
TPIL miles beyond is Phakote, up t o  
which point the  motor road is being 
coi~structed, I meet an  inspiring ~ O U I I ~  

Satl l~u.  He expresses hi:, joy a t  meet- 
ing :L "lrind-l~exrted Sahib" and from 
his con\-rrsntion I gathered what hu 
was going t o  say next. HQ was 
equipped with a book of Kali Kamli 
l conpuns, which entitles t he  
recipient t o  free rations a t  ccrtain 
halting stages, and tried t o  enrroach 
on my purse. Having failed in  his 

into practice the  prerogative of t he  
w n ~ f a r e r  by into the  S ta t e  
Bungnlonr \\-l~ich was full of empti- 
ness, had s o n ~ e t l ~ i ~ ~ g  to cat, and made 
myself a t  home on the  hard ground. 

The Smiling Landscape 
I set  off the  following morning, well 

in advance of dawn, to avoid the  heat  
of the  day, and a t  sunrise passed Cha- 
n ~ u a  from where a n  uninterrupted view 
of the Jamnotree peaks can be ob- 
tained. True, those who know some of 
the  glories of the SllO\Ty peaks further 
allend, think of this glimpse of them 
only a s  an  introduci~on. But,  what a n  
~nt roduct ion:  14hore us the blue dome 
of heaven, around us the smiling land- 
srape \\-it11 i ts  familiar features, flowers 
and butterflies I what gorgeous butter- 



flies I re lninding rile of t h e  days  when I 
was a kid o u t  chasillg t h e m  a n d  pickrl~g 
berries. 

F r o m  Chalnua tlie road  gradually 
descends for  e igh t  miles t h e n  i s  o n  t h e  
s t r a i g h t  en te r ing  Tehri  by a suspellsioii 
bridge. T h e  t o ~ v t l  call boa6t of a cloclc 
tower. The  Palace, on  a n  upper  hill 

too, is clrlito piot~lresclrle. Kspcciillly 
does tli is scc l i~  so wliell one S C P ~  tllclt~ 
in  tlie b r igh t  suiidline, t'lic1i1. brolrxed 
faces bearing ;L clieerful snlilo, wl~ero 
groups of lalnilies a r e  comn~anclecrllr~: 
herds  of cat t le ,  cllill-wpgging, joliiitg, 
laughing like school cl~l ldren,  ancl pur- 
suing the i r  calling, i n  whole-heart4 
fashion. 

Jamnotree, the birth 

gazes down upon th i s  plctnrc\cllre to\\.n 
nestling a t  t h e  foot of t h e  fortlficatlon< 
t h a t  f r inge t h e  e n t r a n r e  t o  t h e  1Cte1 nal 
Snows. T h e  summer rcsidcnce. 1'1.n- 
t apnagar ,  some rrinc m ~ l c s  from Tehri 
and  situatecl : ~ t  a n  clel-at1011 oF 7,800 f t .  
above sea-level, on a t o n e r r r ~ g  rllil', 
s t ands  o u t  as a gleaming n ~ h i t e  sent inal  
overlooking t h e  valley. 

Cheerful and Contented People 
One of t h e  most  impressive featu1.c. 

of Tehri  Garhna l  is the happy, siml)l(, 
lives led by ~ t s  in l~ :~ l ) i t an t s .  Tllc n o m c ~ t ~ .  
who wear l o n ~  c,al~ac~ious d r e ~ w s ,  ;I 11- 

pear  a s  if they  have decked themselves 
for  a n  historic display. The  male g a r l ~ ,  

of the Jumna. 

'"L'11t:ir 11t.st coinp:r~~ions, innocence 
and health. 

" And the i r  hest I .~ ( .~Ic ) s ,  ignorance of 
\vcnlth." 

Strms up al l  t1x.t 111:ly 110 said of th i s  
happy ac:! zontentcd people. 

I hacl 110 diff1c.nit.y in j~rocu~-i t lg  a n  
c~scclietit mrllrl alld r c n s o ~ ~ a b l c  t e rms  
a t  n ln~*:ll  l l~l lc l ,  so  to &peal<. By 
: r r r a ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ l l ~ c l i C ,  :l rcpnsl  of "rogni rotis" 
n.i\d fi;li n ; ~ s  ~ i inde  for  my I)t,ealifast t h e  
following n ~ o ~ . t ~ i n g ,  b u t  Mr.  ancl Mrs. 
Tal,liy paid n visit t o  t h e  S t a t e  I~rlnga- 
low where T lodge11 for thc, nigllt ,  ant1 
lef t  nothing b u t  a 1eg;lc.y of foot,print,s. 



A Blazing Inferno of Heat 
Before tho toan  nwoke, I ~~lul lgcd 

into tho holy watem of tllc Hhagirati 
alld dressed, IjeTweell scraps of con- 
versation with the  chowlcidar, wlro 
persuaded lne to visit tile grave of Mr. 
Carter, State Engineer, who died a t  all 
advanced age. I thought i t  wise to 
switch on to 6omethilrg more cheerilig, 
so set  the pace for an  hour or so fol- 
louring the  road along the  banlts of the  
silver Hhagirati whi1.11 was rushing 
down a gorge some three hundrc~d feet 
below the level of the road. The gra- 
d i enk  offered easy walking. Allout 
midday, lio~vever, I found myself strik- 
ing off into a blazing iliferno or heat 
and was still wearing my heavy swgc 
coat. Calling a halt a t  Baldiana, I at,e 
;l. light luncheon, then managed to  
sleep for a few hours when the  heat 
was almost beyond liuman enduranc-c, 
waking t o  find the temperature had 
dropped comiderably. Tlie dha.rams:~la. 
was o~rcrtasecl with pilgrinis. Down the 
long road, along protruding spurs of 
jagged cliffs, one finds a cheerful 
companion in the cuckoo, whose melo- 
dious call ia echoed 1)s h i smates  in the  
surrounding hills. Reaching Chham a t  
sunset, I occupy a space on the  offside 
of the upper floor of the  dharamsala, 
the ground floor of which is uaed as a 
Primary Srhool. The floor was over- 
burdened with pilgrims, soine massively 
built fellows, others tall and handsome. 

The Rahri Ridge 
By sunrise I had covered a distance 

of ten miles to Dharasau village, nhich 
has a religious and commercial im- 
portance of i ts  onrn. The four roads 
from Musworie, Gangotree, Jamnotree 
and Tehri meet hcre and the  river Bha- 
girati deviates its conrse. I meet a 
funeral procession stealing down to the  
river. The corps is wrapped in a 
saffron shrond, t h e  bier is plsced on the  
funeral pile and in a few nlinutes the  
grey ashes of the "past" mingle with 
the holy waters of the river. 

Tlie road fro111 Dharasau, crosbing 
the  l?aliri Ridge for a disiance oi 
trrenty-fire miles, id easy goiug and 
descends to ilie Jumna through shads. 
forests of  p i ~ ~  and oak with numerous: 
rivulet\ o f  clcar, sl,arl,ling water, ats 
fa1 as Balgaui. 

An epidemic of a severe nature has 
befallen the  cattle, I am told by a hill 

men who stood there waiting aii i f  he 
c.xpc'c-te11 mc to  c-all down all an t idoh  
from the ~ k y .  "I'll t e l l  t l l ~  Diwarl 
hai~ih," l ~.eplicd and rnoved on .  

At a jutlctioll r o d  I inquire from a 
\illagcbr u1lr1c.11 of the two roads leads 
to J a n r e e .  "lJloahe b~r ,  speak to 
nic i n  I':nal~sll : 1 am h i ~ h l ~ )  qualified 
 peaking Kl~gl i~hman."  Hiding a grin 
111) my sllirt cuff, 1 ellat wit11 ih1s ~ n o s t  
cwgaglng "havant" and prefer to keep 
my own counficl in regard to his Eog- 
lisll hpeaking qualificationb. 

.l11 a ~ ~ n d l t ~ g  road, through sweetly 
sc*ented fol.esk, takes me to Silkjari. 
\T'ltll the se i t i l~g  bun i t  11ecome6 dis- 
tillclly cwld. 

Mountains and Valleys that 
Sing 

As us11aL in the  morning, I was ille 
Iiiht to qult the  dharamsala, hut  never- 
thcless, f~ll ly a n  hour before Sol pu t  i n  
an appearance on a glorious morning 
sric~li as illis. Al)ove, the clear Idue 
firniament of h~avet t  ; below a vista of 
firltls and shady forests, a wilderness of 
ferns and flou2el.s spreading out in all 
shndes of deep to palc, mountains and 
valleys a l l ic l~  Nature has placed in a 
way tha t  tliry r i l~ ra t e  and sing, flaming 
rhododendrons. and little huts tha t  look 
lilie mushroom patches. 

Still further on,  the  ascending road 
I~rings into view a pageant of flowers 
of great  splendonr, an occasional spring 
of ice-cold water, a stream of grassy 
plains, with a histling and singing 
llirds, cooing doves and even the  bark- 
ing deer. What  a magnificent varlet? 
of sight and sound the  good God has 
provided us with. One wonders, then, 
how politicians call huild barriers be- 
twwn t l ~ e  nations when flowers mako 
such sweet bridges for the  people'r 
hearts to cross. 

A World of Wonder 
A few miles beyond is Gimali stage 

u-here the  roads to Jamnotree and 
Gangotree branch off. For a week I 
had journeyed as a vepetarlan under 
passive resistance and began to feel 
tha t  my 'tucker' bags were not quite 
wtisfitd with vc~getalile diet, the  fine 
srcnerc provided bS the  mountains and 
:I cliniatc, of invigorating freshness. 
And now, a t  thls stage, Flies l Blue 
Bottle Flles ! I t  is impossible to remain 
here wlth this live-atock buteing round 
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me and sharing my food. I set off on cult. I saunter tip the old road which, 
the trail tha t  miilds in and out t o  Rana a t  t l ~ i ~ ~  point, offers 1i1oro sllado and 
Chatti, always going higher ancl pre- less resistance, and find n1)sell 011 a 
seiiting a IVorlcl of Wonder in the line path strewn with bouldcrs of all shapes 
of liiountxia scenery. ancl sizes. I derided not t,o t u r n  back, 

A swing bridge over the Bhagirati pzoviding a perilo~s passage over the razhiog walerq belaw 
and diverting from the pilgrim highway nearing Uttarknshi. 

It was fortunate f o r  me that,  on my brit ( * I ; I I Z I I H ~ Y P ~  IICC'T 1pnri3 TSUUIC~GTP a21d 
nr.ri~nl at. l r h l t ~  Cbatti, a, r a n  had rrn*lcy IatJgcs till, by smile 11ail-nrle, J 
b e n  lrillcd and it was not 1m1g before firtally Co~+tlccl n rl~slt i~lfi  t o r r c ~ ~ t  anrl 
1 Was ehjaying a jnicby sk&k grilled r~mrrpetl i ~ l t ~ ,  tile l~,retfy l i i i l~  r.ill:~fie of 
over a, eopper's worth of firewood. I3eefn 0x1 tltc one b~tlllt of the river and 

What o raxnantic elfect i6 suddenly striod faciug tllc. \-i1l;lrc. .rjf 3Zli:18r:fli o11 
@ r a t e d  a t  nigl~tfall, tvben a heam o l  thr oppu"il-c~ bank. 
moonligllt stream5 over the hill tops. T l ~ c  last four.  milc*s t~ J ~ a r ~ ~ n o t r e e  
The ~ i e w  of tlm Eternal Sk~rivs l ~ o l d s  a. icceln 11ex~cr c~~(Ti~iq. .'\t nlclra  ill:^^ ant! 

spell over one that, ia well-nigh fascinat-. place tlae mar2 !I:\*; i~l(rr.mir~~l~ c l  n it11 
ing. It has beeon~e dietinctly cold nllrl thc3 hillsirln, nncl  to ~cltrly nil1 (..~lr-y n 
I retire f o r  the  night in ,z Chntti which lnailctl rI:i11~1,~ nwr i l i r = - i r  j ) : r~ t s .  7'h(i 
rightly claims tr! bc n modrrl of its Iiiuil, view nE 1110 ~:1111%y of Jarnaatrec 

The Last Faur Miles to 
Jarnnatree 

i# new aligirmertt has been consti~ucte~l 
t o  Jamnot~ea  riEc Beefs village. The 
road is not anTy tq ing find dangernu% 
but the  pace exmedingly slov and dim- 

(*orni~lg f ~ o m  tlxc very foot of L l ~ c  li;Lcr- 
ntd Snoms, 7t.hw.a 1)~aIcs rise i111o~o ill 
,salen~n graudcur, ntwt t l r ~  gnzc.. TIlr 
physical strain in attrwpting this 



is well rewarded whe~r  it llrilags 11s to 
t h e  g r a ~ i d c . ~ ~ r  of t l ~ i s  sill~j)licity of t h e  
worltrs of Nature .  Alld what  ;I cSon- 
t r a s t ! '  '1'0 be s i tuated ill t h e  midst  
of taro extrenleti. Ice-cold fitrealus 
rushrng in to r ren ts  ~ I ~ I I I  t l lc 11:ternal 
Snows r u n  a d j a r c n t  t o  H o t  S ~ I - ~ I I ~ I ~  
rcarhing a temperature of 19.1 degree:, 

1 ' I I I I  It'ro~ll n s111e1 tl11.ear1 
\vit~ding don.11 tltc. l~illhide I l l i d >  a htrillg 
of l~e:trlh, i t  ~ ~ s ~ J ; I ~ I ( ~ \  in to R rnlgl~ty 
r ~ ~ s l ~ i l ~ g  torl.(lnt snlne t e n  111i1c.s bc jo l~( l .  
A t t c r  ;I \llrnltinry nlirvey of t h e  ~ I I I . -  
r o u l l d i ~ ~ g  countr.y, ;I l~ r ie f  refit and  a 
hcanty Ir111cl1, washecl dowrl wit11 a 
liberal quan t i ty  of Jamnotree J u l ,  I 

I ' h r  female relatives of the Pandas of Jamnotlee smiling in  a fashion typical of the happy 
people in this area. 

Fahrenhe i t  in which pilgrim\ hu11 r ~ c c  
ancl ~ ~ o t a t o e - .  The  Te111111e 15 : ~ ( l ~ a c e n t  
t o  t h e  H o t  Springs and t h e  P a n d a \ ,  
a p a r t  f rom their  s p i r ~ t u a l  nctix i t ~ e s ,  
have a6sl1redlp reaped a 1,ich harves t  
judging from t h e  Iieavy jeweller! and 
silver ornamellts mliirlr adorn the11 
female relatives. These P a n d a s  soli- 
cited :I r o i ~ t r i b u t i o ~ l  I ~ u t  I gave t h e m  
my b l e s s ~ n ~ - a  d~ploniat ic  ,qift-n.rtl~ 
~vllicll tlw! heen~cd qui te  happy. T h e  
h l w ~ - ~ a l  f e n t l ~ r c  :li tarhcd t o  tellis hol>- 
I-alley is t o  pc~.form 1.rligious rere- 
rno1llc.s for t l ~ e  rcpoqe or t h e  dead. 

The Birth of the Jumna 
The  birth of t h e  J u n l n a  is jus t  above 

l\ l 1 1  l l l t<l 10:1\ P tlll' 
cllx~nm-l;l~ld. Indeed,  nt! onl\ coriil~lai~it 
n2n1n.t J n m ~ i o t r c e  n a s  t h a t  t lme 
1'" \sec1 tno q ~ ~ i c l i l y .  

THE STAGE OF MA RCH. 
No. of No. of 
D J \  H : ~ l t ~ n g  S tages  Bflles 
1 R ~ s l ~ ~ l t e s h  t o  Na~.endranagnr ... 10 
2 Narc~ndr:n~iigm t o  Nagaili ... 20 
:3 S a z i ~ n i  t o  Tcllri ... El 
1 Tt.1r1.1 t o  CI111:lnl ... 16 
,i Cl111a1n t o  S~lI<yn~.i ... 2.2 
(i S~lli! i11.1 t o  Rann C l ~ a t t i  ... 24 
7 11:111a Cltattl  to  Jnmnotrcc 

ancl Ilncli .., 
Total ... 
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ON THE UTTRAKHASHI-GANGOTREE 
HIGHWAY 

PHASE TWO 
ONWARDS TO GANGOTREE. 

Mineral Springs of Beefa 
The pretty little village of Beefa, 

bituated on the  banks of the  sacred 
rivers is built in terraces on a spur, 
and locates a n  iiiiportant place of 
pilgrimage. Near by is the  H o t  Sprilig 
of Markandyar, t he  waters of whicli 
have a .sulphurous odour and the  
ground is besmeared with sulphur. 
'I'he Diwan Sahib had suggested to  lne 
to bottle some of this mineral water 
and send i t  for investigation where i t  
lnay be discovered t h a t  they would ke 
efficacious ill the  treatment of certain 
aihnents a s  the  strong sulphur waters 
of Blanwrtyd Wells, Wales, and those 
a t  Aix-les-Bains of the  H o t  Springs 
are employed externally being supple- 
mented by water from the  cold springs 
which is imbibed. The growing ie-  
cognition of Spa treatment on the  Con- 
tinent is causing Doctors to  take  op- 
portunities of visiting Spas t o  study 
Cures and the  amenities offered to  
visitors. I remembered the  words of 
the Dinran Sahib, bu t  leave the  investi- 
vestigation for experts and more com- 
petent authority than myself. 

Khasrali is the  village of the  Pandas  
of Jamnotree and has a majestic 
temple worthy of a place i n  the  
tourist's itinerary. 

The Brewery on the Hill 
Returning to R a n a  Chatti, a voice 

from above arrested my attention. 
I stroll up  the  hill i n  the  direction of 
the  voice and find an abkari. I 
make a hurried purchase of the  
precious liquid sold here;  and move 
on t o  the  Chatt i  where my cooly 
awaited me. The smell of this stuff 
was obnoxious ancl the  taste worse. 
My cooly viowed i t  from a different 
angle. H e  indulged in a long 
draught whilst I was left a t  my 
ease, with a substantial dinner and 
leisure for sleep. 

A Race Against the Rains 
Within a short time of leaving Rann 

Chatt i  the  blue sky changed t o  inky 

black. It was a race against the 
rains and I reached Simali stage just 
as the  first heavy grey sheet of rain 
came roaring down, in but a passing 
shower. Onwards t h e  road leads 
through dense forests, ascending 
atid descending, till, on a l~igli  tableland, 
t h e  view expands as the  great 
mountains white with snow a t  their 
suminits, and spangled with silver a t  
their lesser elevations, come into 
vision in a semi-circular range. 
Flowers, i n  a fine diversity of 
colours relieve this tableland of 
hardness and monotony. 

Here I meet "Somebody's mother" 
wearing 'Somebody's ha t '  plodding her 
way to  Jamnotree with a determina- 
t ~ o n  to complete the  tour.  The road 
to Singot winds through shady, 
s~veet scented forests and is covered 
with pine ~ieedles resembling in  many 
places the  bridal pa th  leading fro111 
Guli~larg to  Tanirlarg. It is both steep 
and slippery. After much slipping 
and slidir~g, I reach Singot a t  
sunset t o  find the  dharmasala already 
overburdened with pilgrims and 
retinue of H e r  Highness the  Rani  
of Tirpura. With  the  moon in  her 
first doniiriion over the  night, I trace 
my steps, i n  the  company of a dozen 
hil ln~en, to Narlcori, and was really 
fatigued t h a t  day. 

The Sacred Town of Uttarkashi 
Leaving Narkoli a t  break of day I 

am greeted by all old friend the  
Bhagirati and follow the course of 
i ts  noisy w a t e ~  s rushing through 
the  gorgo deep down below t l ~ e  level 
of the  road \\hich Icads illlough 
forests and s wide c,xpallw of flat 
country. C o t  is c  rid t h e  cli- 
in ,~to  miltl. ,l \ \ \  111.7; bridge ( n o t  
nsocintcd nltl! the  highroad), span- 
111 I~L; tlits river, is very insecure 
:ind animals cannot havo access t o  
it.  They are  tied together and drivel1 
into the  liver t o  swim across, hut  when 
t h e  river is i n  flood, they arc  oftcn 
carried away with the  current. 
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A picturesque view of the sacred 
town to Uttarkashi is obtained 
fully a mile before i t  is reached. The 
town is rapidly growing into a com- 
mercial centre and ie the seat 
of a Deputy Collector. It accom- 
modates no less than WO Sadhus. 
The Maharaja of Jaipur has erected 

not the only type of sadhu one 
meete. There are many, who, ao- 
cording to  their philosophy, have e 
perfect right to extort allus from 
any one whom intelligence and 
foresight have been rewarded with 
riches-a discomforting feature 
throughout this pilgrimage -whilet 

A sceptre or weapon of Shiva housed on a 
building a temple at Uttarkashi. 

a, 1nagl:ificrnt tc111ple ~ h i c h  stands 
out prominently amongst many 
other temples in the vicinity. The 
inrportant temple of Vishvanath Ji 
with a Trishule (Sceptre of Shira) is 
nearby. Luck comes my way l A 
letter from home and a- barber t o  
relieve me of a week's growth. 
Nobility of Indian Womanhood 

At high noon, with not a cloud 
in the sky, the sun was blazing down 
upon the valley. The shade of a 
spreading tree makes an ideal place 
for a siesta. I make the acquain- 
tance of an enlightened sadhu. He 
is n graduate and thought i t  better 
to take Holy Orders. But  this is 

the opposite sex from the oldest t o  
the youngest, wit11 sanctity and de- 
termination stamped on their brow, 
wending their noontide journey 
over these rocky roads, present a 
spectacle which 'is impressed upon the 
mind of the traveller and which turns 
his thoughts to  dwell upon the nobi- 
lity of Indian moxnanhood. 

Kalyani Trout Preserve 
Three ~niles beyond Uttarkashi is 

Gangori Chatti. From here a road 
diverts for a distance of ~ i x  miles 
to  Kaldyani Trout which is the pre- 
serve of H. H. the Maharaja. About 
11 miles beyond, branching off from 



t h e  main  road, a p a t h  leads t o  a 
1)eautiful lake a b o u t  t w o  miles i n  
c i r c u m f e r e ~ ~ c e ,  on a plain sur face  a t  
n height  o i  allout I4,OW fft. above 
sea-level, which presents  a region 
of lovely p e a c r f n l ~ ~ e s s  with a backing 
of snow-capped mountains  a n d  t h e  
r ivcr  Asigunga forming  a n  outlet 
t o  t h e  lalto. 

Nearing J l a n e r i ,  I meet  a c a r a v a n  
with strirpping, colourfully dressed 
Tibetans on  the i r  onward journey 
t o  T ibe t  th rough  Nelang Pass .  The  
Chieftain was ;L mountainous figure 
of a man  s c a l i ~ ~ g  a good t w o  6un-  
d red  pounds of solid bone a n d  
sinew. H e  views my gun-stick \vith 
su*picion. I d e ~ n o n s t r a t e .  H e  is 
d e ~ e r ~ n i n e d  his  mighty  a r m  n.ill wicld n 
weapon such a s  th i s  a n d  offers ms 
his  best horse i n  exchange.  B u t  I 
a m  t r e k k i n g  a n d  Iny gun-stick, well, 
i t  is  still  i n  my possession. The  
caravan  had  rested for  t h e  d a y  
a s  n foal was born.  There  a n  a l t a r  
was se t  u p  a n d  t h e  Ch.ef tain led t h e  
prayers, his clan repea t ing  t h e  
c h a n t  a f t e r  him.  I doffed my h a t  
and  stood i n  silence. T h e  cerc- 
mony o r e r ,  I was servecl \ \ i t h  a 
carefully defiled clecoction of 
"bu t te r  tea"  such a s  can  only be 
prepared in T ~ b e t ,  and  i t  was borne 
In upon me t h a t  n o t  only m i ~ s t  t h e  
adventure r ' s  h e a r t  be i n  t h e  r i g h t  
place, bu t  his  stomach also. 

At htane1.i I sampled t h e  first cliari. 
table  i n s t i t u t i o ~ ~  of I<ali R a m l i  Waln 
a n d  was acconl l~~oda ted  with a wooden 
bench a n d  l ~ e n v y  c a r p e t  a s  a substi- 
t u t e  fo r  n mattress .  

The  n i g h t  is chilly. I inser t  my 
person i n t o  my sleeping I ~ a g ,  lay me 
tlolvn on th i s  beaut iful  bed ancl 
fal l  asleep t o  t h e  syncopation of t h e  
t rumpet-snoring of a l ~ u n d r e d  nosea, 
chan t ing  of pilgrims and  t h e  lisping 
a n d  gurgl ing of t h e  river. 

To the Rockies Far Away 
A t  B h a t n a r ~  I called a h a l t  t o  

leave etceteras  there  before set- 
t i n g  o u t  OII  my journey t o  Gallgotree 
ancl back t o  Bliat \ rar i  where one 
mus t  r e t u r n  t o  proceed t o  o ther  
s h r i ~ ~ e s .  

l \!,as f o r t u n a t e  t o  meet two Euro-  
pean mis5ionnries nrho appeased 
carnirorous a p p c t ~ t e  and  p r e s e n t d  
me with n t i n  of kippered herrings 
a n d  a liberal quan t i ty  of bacon which 

snrvctl a s  111y 11111c11 a n d  d inncr  for 
t h a t  d a y .  

F r o ~ n  here on\vartls, in  111any places, 
tlre road has  b w ~ r  swallowecl up by 
t h e  11ill-sidc, \vhilst i n  others ,  steps 
have been roitgl~ly c,hi&elled from t h e  
living rocblts i111d here a n d  t h e r e  bosses 
of s tone  have been lef t  projecting . . 
g ~ \ , ~ n g  t h e  i n ~ l ) r e s s i o ~ ~  t h a t  t h e  work- 
nlell fo1111d t h e  t a s k  of construct ing 
t11e 1.oitc1 R clifficult one. On ucconnt 
of thils clificulty, t , l~ ree  bridges 11~1vc 
been inade over t h e  Bhngil.nti and  two 
n(:l.oss t h e  I i u l a  ant1 I)in;r, s t reams,  
l e a d i ~ ~ g  t o  t h e  "Rocliies I?ar A \ ~ a y . ' '  
'l'lir~se bridges ; ~ l ) p e ; ~ r  lilrc gl 'c i~t  ham- 
mac-its surspe~~dccl across t l ~ c :  r ivers and 
s\rnp I~eaci ly a s  pilgrims pass  on i t ,  
\vhilst t l ~ e  river leaps ancl bound6 in 
rapicls down I~elow. 

A Chapter of Incidents 
N e x t  ~ n o r n i ~ ~ g  colnmences acti\velj. 

1 meet a11 old dame who 11:1cl stulnbled 
over t h e  1;,011lder-strcn~r~ r o i ~ d ,  grilzing 
her a r m  ancl I i ~ ~ c e  11:1clIy. I s a t u r a t e  
a (totton sn-;)l, \\,it11 i o d i ~ ~ c  from my 
hottlc,  my c ~ l o l ~  n01)lies il t o  th(: 
I V O I I I I ~ D S .  T h e  t l i ~ ~ n c  s l~rnn l i  l~ac,lt with 
;I m,)- of alnrln, ;*nil silt gilrlie~,in:~ in n 
language \vllicl~, f o r t r ~ ~ ~ a t c > l y ,  was q ~ ~ i t c  
1111intelligiI11e to m<.. 

1 had not  gone f a r  n h c n  1 I~eilrd :l 

e l l .  Turl~in:; half-left 1 saw ndvanc,- 
ing t.o\vards my c*ooly ;I 1)1:1c1<, long, 
slinl crc:nture \\lith bei~dy,  jc~vcl-lilte 
eyes. It scrnn~hled n p  a rocky ledge. 
Fumbling with my gun-stic,k, Z levelled 
it a t  tl~i.;  c r e ; ~ t n r s  and  pressed t h e  
t r igger .  Therc  was a 1011cl cliclc and 
t h a t  was al l !  I n  my has te  I hacl for- 
got ten t ( ~  loatl. My gun-stick accom- 
1~111ies lnc lo;~tlc,d t h r o u g l ~ o u t  nly t r e k ,  
lint it I~a t l  esc.npeil nly nlemol.y tl1:11. 
t l ~ e  dear  old Chief tair~ mns t l ~ c  last  t o  
pull t h ~  t r iggcr .  The  ~.ept i le ,  appa 1.- 
cntly r s~ns ing  clangel., pl~otnl>tly slid 
tlo\vn t h c  l i i ! l~idr .  

The Inevitable Pugundee 
More t h a n  o t ' t c ~ ~  111y (.orl,y drew my 

a t t e l ~ t i o ~ ~  t o  a I ~ i ~ F r l ~ ~ ~ ~ r l ~ c  (:Itort r,111.). 
I f  I i s  I ot11 I);. tllo s:tl'c,st 
a11<1 <);l<,<>,,; t.,,,t; 1 ,  l ,.,F<-m<,st ?,,l1 t:tl<(l 
t l ~ ~  :;tl\.it,!-. I,! ( , I I ( .  \v110 ~ I ; I , \  1)ec.o111c. n : l ~  y 
l ~ ) . i  i;hi 111 csperiencc t11c.rei11 ant1 
g i \  c ~~ugclunclccs a witlc berth. 

At onc place, I follo\ved t h e  broad 
roatl prcsumifi:y t h a t  t h e  1)riclill 1 ~ 1 t h  
leading down to tTie becl oi' Ll~e rlver 



was t h e  inevitable pugdulrclec. Some 
tli>ta~rce fult.ller, i h e  road ilrternringled 
wit11 tlrc llillside. 1 dccided  rot t o  re- 
trace lrry steps. 011c ~ ~ ~ c a s u r e s  t i i r~e  
by feelilrg ; I I I ~  for w h a t  t,wi~ictl lilie 
I l o ~ u s  l cont i l~ued  wit11 11ailrl'ul cBor.ts, 
c l i r~g i~rg  t o  t h e  s teep ~ r r o u ~ r t a i r ~  sicles, 
wit11 tlre fe;~rsulrre t l i o u g l ~ t  tlr;lt blrould 
l exceed lrry llal.I.o\\. i'ootllold, l slrould 
frrrcl 110 otllel r e s t i r ~ g  place t l r a ~ ~  ilrc 
bottoln of tire gorge Isolnc three IIUII- 
clrecl feet  below. After  a deal ol' inis 
spelrt cller,gy, a i lga i l~s t  111) 

soul for t r a l r s g r e s s i ~ i ~  t h e  sec.olrd coln- 
mallcllnent and  with t h e  l . e l~rna~r t s  o f  
recent violelrt language 1111geri11~ 011 

ar,rrr+ of' the  U l ~ a g i r a t i ,  er1 ~ o u t e  t o  tbe 
s e t t l r l ~ r e r ~ t  ol' Hartiil which \van buetow- 
,?(l 115 tllc 'J'c.lr1.i J111rbar on t h e  Jnd 
~ J I U ~ J ~ ~ - - ; I  ~~orrr;rcl t r i l ~ e  of Tibetans. 

1,ovelg is tire scelre i l r a ~  u ~ u i i b :  U I I C  

11cr.c.. Sulrc~1.1~ il~oulrtailr g r o u p  ribe 
L..o soill.;rrg I ~ c i ~ l r t s ,  l , c t a i ~ r i ~ ~ g ,  a t  their  
btrlr~lrrits il le sof test  wlrrlebt sllow, 
U I I ( ~ C J I  ~ l r e  very eyc of t h e  rulr, c11n11g- 
irrg i l ~ e i r  h l~ i r~r lne~ . i r~g  gurrrrcl~ts t o  a 
rosy hue aL their  Icssel. c l c \ , a t i o r ~ ~ ,  
givrng wag I~clow t o  sof t  greeli nlca- 
(lows, vocal in  t h e  a i l ~ ~ i r i g  of birds nlld 
1)edecltetl wit11 f l a l n i ~ ~ g  rhododc~ldrous,  
orchards, beautiful t rees  ant1 611rubs, 
\r.ith R'atl~l.e's l 'i~rlis sc.attercsd wit11 a 

'Fhc temple Shri Gangs Ji ,  erected by H. H ,  the Mahara~a of Jaipur, at Gangaf~ec. 

I I I ~  lips, L cllierge 011 t o  ille main l.o;rtl 
\vlrere my  c~ool~ .  greets  nle with a Itillcl 
wo~~cl nrrd his slllcl~ditl &mile. 

Harsil-A Heaven on Earth 
T 1 1 u l . r ~  on p;~s-.ing S11y:im l'r.~j*ag 

\~lrc.rc tlru h l ~ y a ~ i i  Gnnga Ilonx into t h e  

l I l i d  I\ l ~ r l \ t  across t h e  s t r ips  
01 road herdsmen pass w ~ t l i  t h e ~ r  
rn~rlirtr~rllnous floclis o t  laden shcep. 

- From a \-cl? high pole a ralllbow 
ensign f ~ c s ,  a s  all emblem O F  belief 
t h a t  ~t wards off evil spirits.  The pri- 
meval beauty and lorelrness of th i s  
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place merits i t  being selected a s  a 
Heaven on E u r t l ~  but for the  pagan 
religion and fantastic superstitions by 
which the inhabitants are  swayed. 

The Idyllic Hours 
Here I meet the  Forest Guard who 

examined my Passport. H e  introduces 
me t o  the  Divisional Forest O5cer of 
Tehri Sta te  who invited ine to a suinp- 
tuous tea nllere the conventional tea- 
cup was replaced by my pint mug. For  
the first time on my journey did I see 
fruit  of any description and a dozen 
apples fro111 the orchards were readily 
accoininodated in my haversack and 
consunled ere the  sun set. I bid my 
host 0 1 ~  l.evoi~. hoping t o  meet him on 
my return, for tyeight  hours later. 

The road winds through dense and 
deeply scented forests, with living 
streams spanned by crude bridges. The 
nielodious voice of the  cuckoo and the  
nmorous cruoi~ing of doves graced the  
idyllic hours when tlie Sun's last gol- 
den bealns were stealing across tlie 
blue dome of heaven and I' reached, 
Dharali, the last  Indian village ' in 
Tehri Garhwal, 13  miles from Gango- 
tree. On the opposite banlr of tlie 
river on which this village stands, is 
Mukllana, the  residence of the  Pandas 
of Gangotree. 

There is a particular sanctity at- 
tached t o  this locality. On the  banks 
O F  the  sacred river there stand out 
prominently two beautifully carved stone 
tenlples which tradition bears out  are  
numbered with the  250 stone temples 
which sprung up in one night. 

My cooly brings me a leg-0'-mutton 
and tells me i t  is quite fresh a s  t h e  
sheep has been killed only a few days 
ago. Adventure has its thrills and re- 
quires a certain amou~i t  of risk but I 
am not anxious to invite disaster with 
the  possibility of being interned hero 
in the  vile dust  from which I sprung, 
I l Unwept, unhonourecl and unsung." 

The entrancc to the apartment in 
this Chatti F a s  through a door which 
pressed down upon our heads and we 
had to  ape the  Hunchbnclr of Notre 
Dame to enter. 

Perilous Path 
The next day was the  Lord's Day. 

hlp cooly developecl a really serious 
stoluacll complaint. Whether i t  was 

some ailment which was going to  put 
"paid" t o  his account or  not, I knew 
not, but  I gave this fellow the  most 
careful nursing for he was my right 
hand man. A double doses of cholera 
rnisturo and half a dozen soda mints in 
quick succession ne ro  administered 
before he s l l o ~ ~ c d  any signs of rallying. 

Finally i t  was arranged he should 
reii~ain a t  Dliarali wl~ilst  I niade off 
with the  dawn for tlie holy valley of 
Gallgotree. 

011 this journey there is a very 
rickety bridge over the  Bhagirati-an 
apology for the  suspension bridge 
which was washed away during the  re- 
cent floods. 

The road from here is in a very pre- 
carious cond~tion and in one place i t  
talies t h e  form of a narrow perilous 
path  clinging to  tlie hillside mhich re- 
quires t h e  surefootedness of a goat to 
surniount this  difficulty. On the  way I 
passed Bliaironghati wl~ich has a com- 
nlanding importance of i ts  own and 
where, the  Divisional Forest  Officer 
tells me, there a re  nledicinal waters 
which American and German Philoso- 
phers carry away in large quantities 
for the  benefit of hurnan~ty.  

At this spot a road diverts to Tibet 
along the  Jad  Ganga river through 
Nelang 1 ' ~ s .  

The Sacred Valley of Gangotree 
A comlnal~ding view of the  Eternal 

Sno~vs is obtaii~ed froin Dharali but 
the  rising hills obscure tlle holy valley 
until i t  is actually reached. When 1 
was a t  t he  climax of the  ascent, my 
amazement can be better imagined 
than described when I mats told ]C was 
in the  sacre3 Valley of Gangotree, 
10,300 f t .  above sea-level. An expanse 
of flat country covered with deodar 
forests, broken here and there with 
kutias (little huts)  the  residence of 
Sadhub, picturesclue temples, windlng 
roads and r i p p l i ~ ~ g  s t r can~s  present a 
vision of l~eaceful loveliness, secluded, 
profoi~lltl ancl silent, t ha t  smilcd 111 
serene security a t  the  foot of mighty 
peaks. 

There is n s t r ~ l c i n ~  temple, Shri Gnn- 
naji wit11 i ts  dharn:u, ,rla erected by n 

the hlnllar.:~ in Sahib of Jail)ur,  also an 
c.lal~or.ale tlharnmsaln and Bshctra of 
I h l i  Kamli llrala and the  Panjab Sin- 
dlia Kshetrn mhich are a boon to 
pilgrims. 
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Although the  real sourco of tho B l~a -  
girati, descending in a mere triclcle is 
18 n~iles l~ighcr,  near Gaurnulrha, i t  is 
a t  Uangotrec t l ~ a t  t l ~ o  pilgrimage h- 
rniniltes and f r o n ~  wllero the 1~ilgril11 
returns with Gnngotree J 111. Tlicae 
arc tllu sacred places wherc tllc utluos- 
pllerc of jungles and deodar wit11 nlcdi- 
cinal herbs help Dovotees t o  gain t l~e i r  
goal of  self-realization where Uhagn- 
rata and h k  ancestors penanced for 
Gangaji and where Shi1.a J i  wit11 other 
gods and Rishies d\\.clt. Sadhus of 
great honour live in these parts and 
American and German l'hilosopl~ers 
visit these parts  in quest of some 
rlivine powers through Divine Rishies. 

The Sanctity of the Pilgrimage 
After my midday meal and a long 

draught of the  clear, sparkling, ice- 
(.old Gangotree Jul ,  I filled my \\.ater 
lrottlo with this sacred liquid, and beat 
a hasty retreat  to Dhnral~ ,  which war; 
reached in t l ~ e  declining light of a. 
perfect day. 

I naunter up the I~anks of the Bhagi- 
rati and gaze upon those jagged peaks 
of hnon7 and join with the l ' s a l~n i s t~  in 
declaring tha t  "the heavens declare 
the glory of God and the firmament 
showeth His hand work." 

AB on the  Jamnotree road, so L i b  
wke here, pilgrime, Loth old end 
young, halt and lame, feeble and blind, 
wend their wn and from GangoLreo 
wiLl~ t r ~ ~ e  refig,ioua aarnestnesa and 
hanctity H , I I ~ C I L  lenves a permanent im- 
~wesbion on the mind of the traveller. 

Peculiar ab: i t  lnay seem, 
the rd- tlirlg pilgrims pass each other wit out  

c!xc.hanging a word and march on, like 
the ant ,  colnpleting their missio~l 
I~efore t l ~ e  s11o11.s set in and the  Temple 
doo~.s are  dcclared closed by the  Ruler 
of Tehri, who is rapected  by orthodox 
Hindus thrullgllout t l ~ e  whole of India 
und is known as the  "Epeaking Badri- 
nath." 

STAGES OF TEE MARCH 
No. of No. of 
1):l-p. Halting Stngea Miles. 

i Brought forwnrtl from 
l'l~ase No. 1 ... ... 136 

8 13i1na C l ~ a t t i  to Nakori 
vifi Semali ... ... 20 

9 Saltori to Alaneri ... 16 
10 Maneri to Oanganani ... 17 
l1  Ganga l~a i~ i  to Dharali ... 17  
12 Dharalr to Gangotree and 

back ... ... 2 t  - 
Total . . . ... 231 

ON THE BUDHAKEDAR-'I'RIJUGI-N ARAIN- 
KEDARNATH HlGHWAY 

" AND THENCE TO KEDARNATH " 

PHASE THREE 
THE HOT SPRINGS OF RlSHI KUND. 

Mrlien the full or11 of the  sun was 
not yet  visible and golden beama 
played ac~.oss the  slry t l l ~ . o t ~ g l ~  clouds 
sailing on their aerial course, I re- 
trac-ed n~: ztep to Bh:it,\\.ari en route to  
the third Slirine, Puri  Kedarn:~tll, 
calling a halt a t  Rislliliund Hot 
Sprinp, for a shower bath which put, 
me in fine fstt!e. This hot st~.eam 
flows over the  hillside, across the  
l.o:~tl ant1 joins the wnt,ers of the Bha- 
girati. 

The journey was n c~h~erful  one deb- 
pite the firm, yet sl igl~t  drizzle, with 
the c11ckoo calling from the thickets, 

tlie lorring of lambs on pasture lands, 
the shepliords with their women and 
c,l~iltll.en, the  latter, rnnning amongst 
the flocks, and the  music of t l ~ e  rush- 
ing waters. 

Nearing ta-ilight,, I col~nted t h e  
t treuty-sixth milestone, as I c~nlerged 
into Bhatn.ari M-here my cllivalroua 
c.ooly prepared a hasty meal. Seedless 
10 my, 1 made short work of i t  and 
111onol)olized the  onl Led in the Sta te  
1311ngalorv and h.d a n  u n d i s t a ~ ~ l e d  
nipllt'h ~.est,. 

An Excessively Heavy Climb 
I n  111y early exodus from Bhatwari I 
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spot a European perched on the  hill 
top, in liis night pyjamas, indulging 
in his morning tea. H e  appears t o  be 
in no great  hurry. 

Two miles begolid is  AiIalla Chatti 
froin where, with a leftwheel I cross a 
bridge spanning the  Bhagirati and bid 
tlie waters of tlie sacrecl river au 
~.evoi, t .  till I meet them again a t  Deeva 
Prayag.  

By midday T was only able t o  make 
ten miles which included a slow and 
excessively heavy climb of four miles. 
between Phyalu ancl Chliuna where the  
road confor;ns to  a footpath, with 
strips of shade, precious little water 
and the  sun  blazing down from a 
cloudless slry. I meet a pallari who 
bewails the  threatened loss of his cock 
bird which had been rouglily handled 
by a cat  tlie night previous. I s t ~ i k e  
a bargain with hi111 for the  bird and 
my oooly Imes no time, l~as t ens  to  a 
spot diverting off the  main road per- 
forms the  esecutioii and prepares a 
tempting dish. This meal acted a s  a 
sort of salve t o  tlie inner man. 

It was not  long after  I had p u t  in 
a t  the  dharamsaln a t  midday t h a t  a 
cloud, the size of a man's l~ar~cl  dcve- 
loped into a inonsoon of activity, with 
flashes of lightning slicing the  grey 
atmosphere like rapiers, smaahing dis- 
charges of thunder ~nalt ing the  air  
vibrate and hailstones assuming the  pro- 
portions of pigeonn' eggs. Set11 Ba.la- 
bhai, a ~nerchant  of Ahmeclabad, with 
his family and large retinue, con- 
sidered themselves lucky t h a t  they had 
abruptly deferred. their onnard jour- 
ney. r had heard, a t  Jamnotree and 
Gallgotree, of tlic benign gclierosity 
of Seth J-i and llow he esci~cised this 
virtue to escess. Not only did I mit- 
ness his lrindly consideration for the 
pilgrim but was the recipient of a 
parcel of dried fruits from him. 

The clerlr of tlie weather intcrmit- 
teiitly opened the flooclgntes of heaven. 
That  day, many a soul praibed ant1 
blessed the  Punjab-Sindhn Sylldicnte 
for their philanth~.opic dced of erect- 
ing a substantial dhar:uii~sal:l ( I ~ u t  for 
which there is 110 other provision for 
the pilgrim's c ~ ~ i i f o r t )  and for their 
wisdom in locating i t  nt  the  foot of a 
~.oclr which reared itself almost s ly -  
ward from its  base. That  night the 
dharamsaln wns tased to  i ts  capnc i t~ .  
The rain and hail tappin? on the  cor- 

rugated roof did not  disturb me in the 
least. 

Any Port in a Storm 
Before dawn the  dliaramsala was 

alive. The rain calne dolrn in torrents 
adding to  the  discomfort of the  jour- 
ney by making the  path slippery. -4 
Iialf-clad sadliu, ill his effort to scale 
the  heights the evc?ning pl.e\.ioua, was 
chec:lrinatcd by the  terrific I~ailstoi~ni 
and had \vetlged himself in the  hollow 
of an  oalc tree, Iteeping vigil the  night 
tlirough with a smouldering log before 
him. "Any Por t  in a Storm" was liis 
motto ancl he was none the  worse for 
his esperience. 

A Tourist's Paradise 
For  this sector of t he  March, tlie 

Guide Bo,olr mentions "True Faith and 
1)evotion alone can guide here." To 
this sho~i ld  be added brute force, occn- 
sional picturesque oaths and physical 
exertion, to  help surmount obstacles. 

After soirie rougli going, I was the 
first t o  step over the top on to  a table- 
land of flowers, 1,ooking like Bnnyan's 
Christian ancl feeling lilie no Christian 
a t  all. It was no t  long before the  
whole party, pu t  in an appearance a t  
the* Chatti.  

The rain ceaseil and I prmsed on 
over thc slippery p ; t t l~  nhicll winds 
clown the  deeply d e ~ r e n c l i n ~  valley ; 
tlie cold is Iteen ancl sha rp ;  the sur- 
l,ounding c o ~ ~ n t r y  presents a world of 
wonder. Clnrl a,s it is with pine 
forests, one follows tllc c.liarminF, pros- 
pect don.11 to  a, fo:~ining river, wide 
stretching plains of rich emerald hue, 
I1r.w :1nd there n l ~ i t e  peacl1 blossoms, 
thorny buahes overladen with wild 
berries, cascades of flowers of a variety 
of coloui,, tlie ever soundlng rushing 
streams, while in the clim distance, 
purple and evergreen liilla rising up 
like pinnacles into Heaven, constitute 
.t tourist's Paradise. Yet one despoiler 
of this dream comes mv way. A ser- 
pent-ramolifl:~ging itself near a rock. 
At close quarters and dead range, I 
t1isch:lrgcd a \hot from m!. gu~l-s t~cl<  
and serercd the i.eptilc in two. 

The Holy City of Budhakedar 
Thc afternoon finds me in the plc:~s- 

a n t  lool<ing city of I3adhaltedar. I t  has 
n t c ~ n l ~ l e  of Sllivn ,Ti nrhicli in appear- 
ance raserubles a Bncldhist Clrorten, 
ancl n Sangain of the Bal ant1 Dharn 
Ganga rivers n~hich gives it n gventer 
religious irnporta~~ce.  1,eaving 13udlin- 



kedar  t h e  road ascends allnost perpen- 
dicularly t o  Billalr R h a l ,  bu t  t h e  
Guide Book ~.emlncls me  t h a t  th i s  i x  
inerelg chiltl's play t o  what  faces lrle 
for t h e  nex t  th ree  days till l rt ac.11 Tri- 
jngi~larain,  wlilrh is t h e  ju~ lc t ion  ol 
t h e  I<ec la l .~~;~ t l l  and S a c l l . i ~ ~ u t l ~  roads. 

tune.  It was evident t h a t  ehe wa8 
giving us t h e  husks and  keeping t h e  
Iternel t o  herself. 

A peculiarity at tached to all chat tie^ 
associated with cattle,  is t h a t  therc 
a r e  hungry and insidious flies, number 
ulllino\\.n, i~ltlustriour; and  a~nbit ious.  

A side view of the kedarnath temple with the mountains towe:ing above, capped with snow. 
r 1 II le  ~)hysic.:~l esc l t ion  by encoui~ter-  T e m p l e Dedicated by an 

i ~ i g  sti'el) : I S ( . C ~ ~ ~ S  0 1 1  t h e  ~ ~ r e \ . i o ~ ~ s  day 's  European 
jourlley se t  in\ nervvs (111 edge Ilut the  I ~1!11):11.li 011 t h e  day's mal.ch, in a 
tonic: 1nou11t:lin a i r  c.o~lsiclc~,ably reduces xllrllt drizzle. ascending t o  Rh: l l .o~~ 
strain :111d fatigue. iv11el.e a Europe:~n,  in  g r a t i t u d e  for  

A Nel~a lese  Officer ~vl io made 111y so111e ~nc~llollable service rendered t o  
acqua i~ l taucc  accolnpaniecl me  for  a him, has  erected t h e  temple of Bhai- 
few illiles irl l t l  \\*as: u Job 's  comfol.ter t.o ravji.  
nle in these p a r t s  where cliotance i~ l ' w e n t y ~ u e  deadly miles were covered 
rlcceptire. t h a t  day over very t ry ing  ascents with 

Tol :~  CThatti was well patronized t h a t  tJhe sun 's  rays pouring down f rom n 
night. Amongst  o thers  was a pnhari c.lorldless Anlongst others wend- 
\rroman who had  t h e  Ioquacity of a ing their  way, in t h e  direction O F  
parrot .  Slie was pouring for th n. tor-  Keclai-natl~, was a wealthy, aged. 
~ . e n t  of decidedly ~ l l ~ c o ~ n l ~ l i m e n t a r y  re- blind zemindar  of Bellia11 dis tr ic t ,  and  
mnrlis regarding t h e  tlqeat,ment, inetecl t h e  humou~.ous sadliu \v110 had at tached 
O I I ~  t o  11e1 11y her  with :und k in .  who, I~ i~nse l f  t o  m e  from t h e  t ime  I einbarli- 
s l ~ r  :111egod, 11:ltl rolrl)ctl 11y1- a for- rd on t,his pilgrimage. 
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The Enchanted Land 
Before me lies the  vast  tableland of 

Duphanda 9,000 ft .  above sea-level, 
with rolling grassy plains, the  moun- 
tains rising up in a great  encompass- 
ing circle, clad in snow and ever chang- 
ing the  colours of their garnients as 
the chasing clouds in the  blue tracery 
of Heaven, a t  intervals, intercept the  
rays of the setting s u n  reflected on 
their splendour. 

I n  the  early hour of the  morning I 
heard the  groans of a sadhu. Another 
sadhu was repeating 'Sita Ram, Sita. 
Ram,' and offering prayers near the  
bed side of the  sick man ars though ad- 

for countless years, through roclry de- 
files ancl slippery ravines. 

On this upland, many a "sole" lies 
abandoned by the  pilgrim in his effort 
to cross the  'Rnbioon' whilst othem 
who from childhood imbibe the  habit 
of wallring barefoot sling their shoes 
acros~s their shoulder rather than wear 
theni. 

Snow-burnt Rhododendrons 
It talies me eight long hours to 

cover nine 'pahari' miles over trying 
ascents and precipitous dacents .  Here 
Nature was beautiful and dangerous. 
Each tu rn  in the  road presents a field 
of wonder in the  blue firmament of 

The temple at Kedarnath. 

ministering t h e  las t  rites t o  a dcpart- Heavcn anrl n l ) c ~ ; ~ n t i f ~ ~ l  pict~trc liea nt 
ing soul. ~,ne'.; fect whilst tlic l)irds, with their 
I was out  bright and early, for a11 ii~ncfr11 songs alzrl I:lnll~s, on their way 

good travellers s e t  out  with the  dawn. to p:lstnre landri, I~lenfing niid filling 
The birds had begun t o  sing, tht* lhc air  with tlickir crics of rejoicing, 
c ~ c l ~ o u  b~eal rs  in with a sudden music l~inlic: snotliing rolilpany. The climnx 
upon this enchanted land and  the  IS rclac,hegl n t  t hc  sui1im1t of RUWRA- 
traveller is thrown upon liib reflections ~IYAICI-I>H,~II (1% ss) a t  an elevntion 
a s  the  world is carried fro111 rlnrliness of 11,000 fcret. The det4rrnt from this 
to light a t  this  exquisite hour on thi6 s u m ~ n i f  i s  i ~ c ~ ~ o s s  S t l~iv.  Wide BXP~IISOS 

glorious ~norning with the  thermo- of Rhndoclv~~tlron t ~ ~ t w ,  stunted and 
meter registering 4 5 O .  How beantiful, with flolsc~.i I)lcar~~ccI by tlie sllows, 
silent and persrinsive is t he  aclvancc i t  ri~nel-on~ (.rr?tal streams and brow11 
of light on fhose lofty pinnarles of ice. hil'ls dotted white l\-1tei.c s~tnw lies dor- 
Before me lies, not a road, hiit Nn- mant in croviees. 
ture's Path ,  worn down on the roclts God's Garden of Flowers 
bp the  coiltinr~al trendiug of pilgrim? \Vh:it crcatrrl l r n ~ ~ r : ~ ~ i  ~nltblllgence 
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can conceive the  nature and full extent 
of these delightful Ornaments of Ear th  
so jealously guarded by a majesty of 
architecture, t h a t  no Despoiler of Na- 
ture's Beauty lurk in their midst. 
Superb mountains of sword-like pin- 
nacles of ice with a majesty of colour 
tha t  dazzles the  imaginatio~i, rising to 
a dark blue sky, acrass whose void, 
gigantic clouds, white and luminous 
sailing across their aerial course ; 
fragrant adorable flowe& in shades 
from deep t o  pale, such as I had last 
seen rioting in great  mats and carpets 
on the  tableland of Duphanda, luxuri- 
antly clad pine forests, rolling mea- 
dows-such is the  view tha t  meets my 
gaze as I emerge into Maggu-ki- 
Manda. Pleasant a6 the  place is there 
is the  disability of obtaining water. 
Icali Kamli Wala's activities may be 
extended in the  lay out of a plpe line 
t o  this Beauty Spot. 

This locality marlis the  h u n d a r y  of 
Tehri and British Garhwal. With 1.a- 
ther a pang of regret I bid farewell t o  
Tehri carrying away happy memories 
of my sojourn through Tehri Garhwal. 
Whatever be the trivial hardships, the 
beauty and hospitality of the  road 
eclipses them all. 

Altars Erected by the Wayside 
Alternate ascents and descents for 

another five miles, through thick 
forests, ferns 2nd flowers, n-ith a clear 
view of t l ~ e  majestic snowy peaks of 
Kedernath r i shg  skywards in solemn 
grandeur, rippling streams with crude 
bridges, velvet-like grassy field&, all 
come within the reckoning of placing 
these surroundi~gs  amongst the  most 
picturesque under the  canopy of 
Heaven. The long shadows of evening 
lie sweetly across such a garden as 
this when I emerge into Trijugi- 
rtarain, which is a place of great reli 
gious importance. I meet hundre4s of 
pilgrims wendinf: their way to the 
temple, mith its sacred tank en route 
to Kedarnath. There do I find idols 
erected along the wayside, the Pr~jaree  
(Worshipper) beating a drum to at- 
tract  the approaching ~ i l g r ~ r n s ,  and 
each p ~ l g r i n ~  with due reverence, gives 
an offer~ng and moves on. Nowhere in 
India is tlie pie ratio of money in 
greater c~rculntion than on this high- 
way where the poorast pilgrim offers 
hii mitc in the form of ples a t  the 
hundreds of s111.ines. 

British Garhwaf Mall 
1 cross the Mandakni river bg a 

stately suspension bridge and find 
myself on the British Garhwal "Mall," 
for the  road is very efficiently main- 
tained. 

It was a happy thought to  find, t h a t  
in practice, there was a road-the 
Rishikesh Kedarnath-Badrinath High- 
way-on which my wheeled tramport  
could have been utilized with com- 
plete success. 
Gaurikund and its Hot Springs 

The valley of Gaurilrund lies buried 
under snow during the winter months, 
but with the returning Sun, the  Spirit 
of Life is once more abroad and Gauri- 
kund assumes the importance of a 
h u n .  Sanitation is in a high state of 
e5ciency and the Knight of the Broom 
is conspicuous a t  each stage, on the 
R~isliikes11-Kedaruath Badrinatll FIigli- 
\ray. Gaurikund dharamsalas were 
filled to capacity. A shopkeeper ac- 
conimodated me in an exceptionally 
clean little woollen hu t t  adjoining hi.$ 
shop. 

A Te~nple, of unknown origin, and 
the Hot Water Spring where the water 
flows through the mouth of a golden 
image of a cow's head into a tank, 
greatly increases the sanctit?. of this 
seat  of pilgrimage. Feeling the need 
of a shower bath more than I felt the 
need of eternal salvation and mith the 
counsel of my cooly I creep out of my 
tavern when t,lle world is still asleep 
and t rea t  myself to a ahower bath to 
my heart's content. 

The Sacred Town of Puri 
Kedarnath 

I accelerate the journey to  Kedar- 
nath and back, the same day, a dis- 
tance of 14 miles. It is indeed a very 
trying ascent and all along the road 
pilgrims were seen squatting to draw 
a breath and renew their cnergies. 

-4 picturesque and lofty waterfall is 
passed en route. 

The performance of the Pujaree 
repeats itself along this route, but on 
a larger scale where with the burning 
of incense and sounding of crmbals he 
attracts the attention of the pilgrim. 
The brass tray6 with accumulated pies, 
denote their efforts are not in vain. 
The impressive Temple, silhouetted 
against a back-ground of anowy pin- 
nacles, marks the pilgrim's objective- 
Puri Kednrnath, a t  an elevation ot 



11,500 ft . ,  above sea-level, on a marshy 
plain, oil the s l o p  of the  Himalayas. 

At the approacll of the  steps lendilig 
to the Teinple there sits a man sellill: 
flo~vers, such as met the  eye on the  
p rev io~~s  day's journey, to the  pilgrims 
who, in solelnnit? wend their way to 
tlie temple t o  pcrforni their religious 
rites allcl ~nalie their offering. The 
pilgrima lea.\.e the telnple by a side 
door allcl clescei~cl tlie steps lending to  
a shallo\v tanlc. There a l'ujarce, 
after receiving the custo!nary offering, 
and dippiiig the  flowers into the  waters 
of the  ta~l l i ,  01)rillltles i t  911 the  pil- 
grim's head, selldiiig them on their 
nay  wit11 tlie belief tha t  they carry 
with them eternal blessings filom this 
temple. High noon foluld me r e t ~ ~ r l ~ e d  
to Gaurikal~cl where my c.heel.ful cooly 
greeter1 m e  wit11 his sl)lel~did arnile ancl 
a rileill from the best; the city affo~,ded. 
I spend ail idle hour strollil~g up to 
the sulnniit of the liill wl~ere there is an 
accommodatil~g Inspectioi~ Bungalon 
f1.0111 where ;l11 impressive view is 

obtained. At eventide when a great 
peace falls upon the  valley, ancl the 
last rays of tsu~llight still linger on tlle 
tlistalit i n ~ o u n t a i ~ ~ s  lifting their snow- 
touched sumnlits like altars to tlie 
tl~resllold of Heaven, my eyes fall 
upon hul~dreds of pligrinis frequenti~ig 
the sacrecl tnnli i ~ n d  the  place is the11 
~vral~pecl in a sort  of I~enecliction. 
With tlie night, s silence prevai:s, as 
though the souls of these erring crea- 
tures had been fi~lally talcer1 to rest. 

STAGES OF THE MARCH 
No. of No. of 
Days. Halt ing Stages. Miles. 

12 Brought forward from 
Phase 2 ... ... 237 

13 Dliarali t o  Bliatwari ... 26 
14 Bhatwari to Chhuna ... 12 
15 C l i h ~ ~ n a  t o  rl'ol:~ C l ~ a t t i  ... 20 
16 Tola Chittti to Duphaiida ... 21 
17 D ~ p l l a ~ l ~ l i i  t o  Gaurilcund ... 24 
18 Gauriltund t o  Kedarnat l~  

baclc . . . ... 1 4  

Total 351 

fYIgrims meking entraasn at the gate* of BadxMtEt temple. 



ON THE GUPTA-KASHI-BADRIN ATH 
HIGHWAY 

PHASE FOUR 
FINALLY TO BADKINATH. 

Christian Administers Gangotree 
Jul 

About ~ i i n e t y  per c e l ~ t  of t h e  pil- 
g r ims  who make t h e  a n ~ l u a l  pilgrimage, 
travel t o  Badrinatli  ancl Kedarnat l i .  
An unprecedented ~ ~ r l m b e r  of pilgri~nh 
\\-ere m e t  th i s  day.  Vindiug t h a t  l 
had a bottle of Gangutree .Jul they un- 
hesitatingly accept lny offer and drinlc 
t h e  sacred liquid, ejarlrlatillg "Ji 
Gangotree Ju l"  fo r  verily rlo they 11e- 
lieve t h a t  th i s  water  cantlot I)c c.011- 
tamina.tetl even t.lioug11 a d ~ n i l ~ ~ s t c ~ r ~ e t l  
from t h e  11ands of  a Christian. I dis- 
t r ibute  half lily A a ~ l i  an io~igs t  11~11- 
dreds of pilgrinis, and  was Ilappy in 
t h e  thought  t.liat my efforts \\-ere I I ~ L  
in vain. 

Chatties Transformed into 
Markets 

Chatt ies  a r e  unr~sual ly stovlied wit11 
a ra r ie ty  of articles \vl;1c11 a r e  t n  I I ~  
follnd 111 t h e  b a z a ~ s  in t h e  p1a1n.. 
IJnique \vood\~orli  111 t h e  form of l)o\vl.;, 
b a s ~ n s ,  boxes and  t rays ,  finds a  cad! 
marlict. L ~ t t l c  u l c . h ~ l ~ s  :Ire nut  In- 
frequently met ,  d r ~ r l ~ i g  t l ~ ~ s  p~lgr l in :~gc ,  
aaking, with a wealtlt of appeal In 
their  eyes, fo r  "Sooee Thagn" t l ~ e ~ l .  
customary t e r m  for  "Ualcslieesll." The 
h~ll-folk retain the i r  silnple rust ic  
modes of l ~ f e  and  thcir  custoln~. and 
ideals a r e  very s l~g l l t ly  different from 
those of their  forefathe1 S. 

Gupta Kashi and Ukimatha 
A pleasant  illarch t l ~ r o u g l ~  intercst-  

ing country find& me a t  h'ulla Cl~a t , t i  
wit11 i ts  ilnl>ressivc. stnlie T c m p l ~ .  The 
road tli\-c1.t~-thc I I ~ ~ I ~ I  \v:~y I e n t l i i ~ ~  
t o  Gupta  Kash i  and  t h e  lon.e~. \\-ay t o  
Ukin ia t l~a ,  t11-o sacrcad ton-ns, wit11 
celebrated ~shrines,  facing each othel. 
on t h e  ba111;s of tthe R l n ~ ~ d a k n i  l.i\-er. 
.l visit t o  t h e  P o s t  Office lef t  nic t h c  
sadder for  r e ~ c i v i n , ~  no lc t t e l  h u t  I 
x a s  happy t o  malic t .11~  n c q ~ ~ a i n t , n l ~ r c  
of Vict'or, t l i r  l'ost. antl Tt,lcgr:t1111 
Master  d o s e  11aspit.alit'y I have cause 
t o  remember. After  a cursory survey 

of G u l ~ t a  K a s l ~ i  n.c we1111 our  \\.;l) 111 

t hc  di~,ect ion of Ulii~natlrx 1,y a 1,11g- 
clundec wl~ir l i  lcads tlon.11 to tllc I ) r ~ l  
of I e r  I joins t h c  1l;ldrinntll 
road. jl sud(le11 'tug : ~ t  111y J o d h j ) ~ ~ ~ ; ~  
~.evcal(vl t h a t  ;I do;: 11:ltl vent  t h e  f~r l l  
1'orc.e of Itis spleen O I I  111e. ' l ' l~c I)~.ut:. 
taxed t l ~ c ?  sl;ill of my gu11-5tic.li \vlricl~ 
missed i ts  1na1'1i nllilL\t IIP spc:l :I\\-:I! 

1e;iving niy I I I ~ ~ I I  quivering b11t 
\vho!e. BcCore my ho;t n l ~ d  l l)artctl ,  
he p ro~nised  a ~ y ~ r i s a l  I I ~  ~ I I P  \r.c,elc cn(l 
provided circ~~mstanc,es  I\-crc Sat-oul.al)lc 
t o  hi6 p la~ ls .  

Cigar as Antidote 
P a s s i r ~ g  o r e r  a s tately s t ~ a p e ~ ~ s i o n  

Iwidge, I bid f:~rewell t o  t h e  I~olp 
waters  of tllc J I a ~ ~ d a k l ~ i  l rnlc31.ge 
into t h e  holy city oi' l : l i i~~~;lill : i ,  
seat, of t h e  Ra\val Sa l i~ l )  t Cllief P~.ic%t I 
of K e t l a r l ~ n t l ~ .  'I 'l~c to\r- l~ is I)uilt on 
a spur  of t h e  I r i l l  ancl t h e  'I'clnpl:, 
n~ l t l~nr i t i e .  have es ta l~ l i shrd  a c11ar1. 
t;al)le dh ;~rnmsa la  for pilgrims. 

Nearing l'otl~i Basa.  \\-hicl1 ~n:~rl ic t l  
the 28th milestone of t l ~ c  day 's  n ~ a ~ . c . l ~ .  
I make t h e  a c q u a i n t a ~ ~ c e  of a Sa-ami, 
wlio a t  a n e  tinie n-as all 3C11gineer 111 

t,he Imperi :~l  Service 1)nt preferred t o  
t a k e  Holy Ordcrs. The a1)senc.c. of 
n i t rogenoi~s  food for  days a t  a time' 
ma1.1ced t h e  only discomfort in m! 
t ravel  and Swami Ji presents me a . i t l~  
a 110s of "Spencers" s l ~ g g e s t i n ~  th :~ t  
i ~ n  orcnsional c igar  would soothe m! 
nerves. 

Nature at her Best 
Tllr road climbs tlhc hill t l ~ r e e  miles 

to  Chopta Ridge nl iere  Natul.e is see11 
a t  her  I ~ e s t .  Di re r t ing  from t11e mail1 
road I make a detour  t o  T ~ l n ~ i ~ n t l l .  tllc 
t11i1.d ICeclar a t  a n  elevation of 12.000 
f t .  T ~ ~ n p n a t l i  plays a n  i ~ n l w r t n n t  par t  
in t h e  pilgrimage and commandh t l ~ c  
finest view of British Garhw:11 a n d  t l~c,  
 noa at, strili ing p a ~ ~ o r a n i i r  view of i h c  
Rtel.nal bnows. I n  t h e  fa r  dis tant  
horizon, a belted clolid stretches a c r m <  
t h e  middle of t h e  range of s110\5-\. 

peaks. Tliese pinnacles of ice soar  
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higher and higher, penetrating through experienced by these pilgrims surely 
the  clouds above and entering into the cannot go unrewarded. 
very portak of Heaven. Pandas 
are very accommodating and the Chief 
Panda fired a salute from my gun- 
stick to commemorate my departure 
from the holy hills. The road descends 
very abruptly for three miles when i t  
meets the  Badrinath road which offers 
e y y  going through shady forests of 
plne and oak. 

Twilight finds me five nliles f r o n ~  
Chamoli, which was my objective for 
the night, and faced with a portion of 
the  road which is destroyed beyond re- 
cognition. I n  my eagerness to  swal- 
low up the miles before me, I must 
needs take the U-rong road. My sense 
of direction has vanished, and help 
seemed out of the question when a 
lcind Fate  sent rolling along my way a 
rnan who was rather more than half- 
seas-over. Staggering and reeling 
about the road, he leads the way ancl, 
passing over a suspension bridge span- 
ning the rushing waters of the  Alelc- 
nanda river, we reach Chamoli. 

I was extre~nely thimty, but unfor- 
tunately the pipe line had burst. My 
proud stomach rises victorious ovcr 
the long draught I indulged ill f r o ~ r ~  
the muddy waters of the  rivcr. 

The Town of Chamoli 
Chamoli lies in the  valley and the 

intense heat i n  the  dharmsala t h a t  
night was unbearable. With my cigar 
drawing well, there I lay till the early 
hours of the morning when I fell into 
a deep sleep and woke with ths  rising 
sun. 

The lay out  of the town is very im- 
pressive. The s u n  beating down from 
a cloudless sky makes the heat utterly 
indescribable. The scenery on this 
day's march is very rugged. The road 
climbs almost a thousand feet above 
the  bed of the river with i ts  muddy 
waters flowing slowly through a narrow 
gorge in a sleepy state. The rocky 
mountains intersect each other, whilst 
in the back-ground the snowy peaks 
tower above in solemn grandeur. 

I meet a number of blind pilgrims 
this day. It was a touching sight to  
see them struggling on their way, in 
this scorching sun, to perform thiis 
pilgrimage. Whatever may or may not 
be the ' t rue  religion by which mankind 
is judged, the endurance and hardship 

~ a l a z i t  (a Juice extracted from 
Rocks) 

At Pipul Cllatti the bazar is stocked 
with imports from Tibet including 
medicinal herbs and varied assortment 
of Yak's tails. From here onwards to 
Badrinath grotesque illustrations ad- 
vertise the utility of Salazit (a juice 
extracted from rocks) which. the ad- 
vertisement asserts, will cure any 
clisease under the  sun. 

Extreme Midday Heat 
Only extreme heat forced us to make 

a inidday halt  a t  Garurha Ganga 
where hundreds of pilgrims are  seen 
refreshing themselves by a bath, wahh- 
ing their clothes, lolling in t h e  shade 
to evade the  tyranny of the sun's 
rays. 

With the declining light of a perfect 
surnrner's days 1 emerge into Helang, 
~v11ic.h is situated a t  an elevation of 
6,000 feet above sea-level but i t  felt 
~nuch  below sea-level. It was among 
the  first to reach this tavern and sa t  
watching the polyglot crowd of bron-n, 
jellow and white humanity pouring 
illto Kali  ICamli Wala's dharamsala 
wl~ich also offered me a comfortable 
riight's rest. A t  twilight t h e  tinkling 
of bells heralded the  approach of a 
"Mail Runner" who passed on with 
accelerated pace through the  Chatti. 

I n  the  short hours of the morning 
the  whole crowd set  out by the  light 
of a lamp to  evade the  worching mid- 
day heat. 

I had beaten the sun by a whole 
hour when I reached the large town of 
Joshi Matha, the  winter residence of 
the Raxal  Sahib of Badrinath, with 
its impressive Temple. From here one 
road leads to  Tibet through the Niti 
P a s .  

My cooly complains of a throbbing 
pain in his head. His illness causes 
me no small anxiety for not only did 
the  success of my journey owe much to 
him, but I had embrnccd him as my 
oounsellor, companion and friend. I 
endeavour to  convert the sadhu, who 
had arcon~psnietl me throughout the  
tour, as a cooly, but the only response 
I meet with k his permanent dis- 
appearance. My cooly is admitted into 
hospital. I leave my bedding a t  t.his 
stage and decide t o  resort to  Kali 
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Kamli Wala's blankets till my return 
from Badrinath regardlass as  to  who 
and how they had been used the night 
previous. 

A Broad Stone Street 
A steeply descending road takes me 

to  Vishnu Pmyag with its temple, 
situated a t  the  collflueiice of the Alelr- 
nanda and Vishnu Ganga rivers. The 
bed of the river widens and the mighty 
rushing waters leap and bound o~i\rards 
to the plains. At l'ai~dulcash~var tllc! 

clharanisalas are erected on either side 
of s broad stonc street ancl tlie In)--out 

almost half the gear, the progress 
towards the reconstruction of its roads 
cpealcs eloquently for the Engineers 
who handle the  task. 

Three Englishmen, returning from 
Badrinath that evening, were also 
working out their own salvation over 
this perilous strip of road. One of 
them opined that "the snowy peaka 
of Badrinath would wipe Switzerland 
off the map for winter sports if it were 
po\sible to offer amenities to visitors 
and iilatal an electric railway In this 
part of the world where the rivers 
lerld themselves to the scheme." 

A hot water spring at Caurikund issuing from 
the mouth of a .golden image of a cow's head. 

with itr ditoiio ten~ple is distinctly 
striliing and picturesclue. Nenring 
Badrinatli, the road lies along n 
bouIder-strewn pat11 and in ono place 
takes the form of a, nar ro~r  strip, level 
with tlie bed of the river. A sudden 
flood ilt uutuiill~ Inst, made itself felt 
by earl-sing away Zhirtce~l xnilrs of tlie 
~'tlacf ancl t~vo  costly snspcnsion I~ridgeh. 
When ono considers that  this part  of 
the country Iicc; buried u~ldcr snor  fur 

Sufficient unto the Day 
Sonset finds me a t  Hanuman Chatti. 

Later in the euenh~g, a proclaimer 
rvallcs through the ~ t r e e t  announcino 
that during the day the wooden bridge 
ul er tlie river had given way and move- 
ments to and from Badrinath were sus- 
pended. This bridge was a temporary 
strnrture, to ncrre the purpose whilst 
a loftier bridge was in the course of 
completion higher up the river, us- 



dismayed by t h e  news, for t h e  adven- 
t u r e r  carr ies  a s  his mot to  ".idapta- 
bility," I lay me down to res t  bet~vecn 
two of Kali  ICainli \VnIa's b l a ~ ~ l t c t s ,  
leaving my f a t e  t o  bc decided with t h e  
dawn for  "Sufficient un to  t h e  day  1s 

t h c  cvil thereof." 

Chaos Reigns Supreme 
111 t h e  m o r n i l ~ g  my res t  waa dis- 

turbed by a i.owdy controversy be- 
tween a "Mail I tunner"  a n d  t h e  bridge 
,l emadar ,  regarding t h e  conveyance of 
t h e  mail bags across t h e  river. Therc 
was no means o f  ascertaining t h e  cs- 
a r t  t ime t h e  new bridge \voulcl be com- 
pleted, s o  I se t  o u t  with t h e  Jeinadar .  
'l'he ;~pl)ro;~cl i  r,oad t o  t h e  bridge was 
i l l  n s t a t e  of chaos. Pilg~.iins were 
s t r iving t o  wencl their  way th rough  
caravans of laden sheep ancl once too 
often ditl t h e  pilgrim f a r e  t h e  n-orsc! 
in 11i~s effort t o  cross th i s  narrow s t r ip  
of ro;~tl which clings t o  t h e  hillside. 
'I'he Jenladar  bids me  follow him 
across t h e  new bridge, still  deficient 
of side railings. I c l i ~ ~ g  t o  hi6 11;ind 
For gr im dea th  till I 1)ass over this  
hammorlr and  as n c.o~npeusation for 
his Itintlnnss, give him OIIP of S\\iilni's 
r igars .  

Sacred Town of Puri-Badrinath 
'I'he s:lc.l.c>tl t o \ v ~ ~  of I ' l~l~i-Ba~lr i~~:l t l r  

in ;l11 its ~ n a j c s t ~  of splendour, is 
reached : ~ t  s r~nne t .  I sec mally well- 
to-c10 pilgrims emerging o r ~ t  of t h e  
Lown, garlandcc1 with roses. 

Thor~sniids of pilgrims did I SW 

wencling the i r  way up t h e  rstcps Ieacl- 
ing t o  t h e  'l'emple g a t e  which is cl.osed 
;it i ~ ~ t c r v a l s  t o  prevent  overcrowdii~g. 
12ac.h pilgrim contr ibutes  his offering 
irn(1, I am told t h e  Rnwal S a l ~ i h  is 
tvitliin t h e  Tcml)lc, pouring his  bless- 
ings on th i s  Inass of 11uina.nity. 

Tlre bazaar is well storlied nrith a 
variety of foocL5tuffs and  novelties in- 
cluding brooches with portrai ts  of Lhc 
four  Dharms  selling for  n few coppers. 
it serious looliing fellow, seated a t  :l 

table with a regiater before him, eyes 
me ra ther  suspiciousl\.. H e  is appar-  
cut,ly satisfiecl with his i n s ~ ~ e c t i o n ,  ant1 
tclla Ine hc is registering t h e  names of' 
pilgrims who visit  th i s  holy Slrrinr. 
The  nr~mhcr  hns so  Far reachecl 8,000 
and  t h e  pilgrimage is young ye t .  

\\'hilst indrllging i l l  a brcalrfast a(. 
a reputable  &hop, I malte t h e  acquaiil- 

tance of t h e  Assis tant  Hea l th  Officer, 
Doctor M u t t r a  D u t t  Temari, who in- 
r i t es  me t o  be his  gues t  on a visit  t o  
Vasudhara,  four  miles beyond Badri- 
n a t h ,  a t  a n  elevat ion of 11,000 feet.  

H e  is on t o u r  with t h e  Director O F  
Public H e a l t h  s e c u r i i ~ g  moving pic- 
tu re  t o  promote saiiit  a t '  lon. 

Nature's Beauty Spots 
Malagaon, ell rou te  t o  Vasuclhara, 

is two miles from Badr ina th ,  from 
\vhich point one p a t h  leacls t o  Alanao- 
war in Tihet  t h r o l ~ g h  t h e  Rfana Pass .  
On t h e  road \vc p ; ~ s s  a na tura l  cauee- 
way formecl ljy ;r ~ i l ; ~ s s i ~ ~ c :  moulltain 
rock &panning tl.he c l~ :~s ln .  Nc;rr t l ~ i s  
natural  hritlge is tllc (.;Ire of :I I I + , I -  
111it. H c  s o c ~ l r ~ t l ~ ~ s  1~iirisc.If froin tlle 
p ; ~ ~ e  of tlrc o~itsicle I\-orlcl 1v11en ally 
pilgrim a111)ro;1cl1es t h e  inouth of t h e  
rave,  by asc.entling t l ~ e  step6 leading 
to  n dungeon. 

'The a i r  here is rarified. ,411 apolugg 
for a roacl, fording broolis and  over ill- 
11111nerable snow bccls, leacls t o  o u r  
objc:c.tive. I t  ih difFicult t o  jl.~-dge \vhicl~ 
~>lnc,e of all t l ~ e s c  Beauty  Spots  of 
i\;;rtu~.c escels  in  ~naguificence, I ~ u t  1113. 

n ~ i n d  now lexrls me t o  th ink  t h a t  t l ~ e s e  
;Ir.c tlrc sliowy p a t h s  t o  "r~oveliness" 
and  t h a t  a t  V a a u d l ~ a r ; ~  t h e  door of 
I'arnclise has  bee11 o[)cncttl iis I gaze 
ripon th i s  scenery mhicl~ offers one O F  
t h e  mos t  wonderful virivs under t h e  
canopy of Heaven .  

'l'he sword-like pil~nnc-lc of Niel 
K : ~ n t n  atancls i l l  closc i>r~osimitv : ~ n d  n 
c:lear view il~dic,atcs t l ~ d t ,  t h e  "snrfncc~ 
l ~ n s  n layer o l  no less tlran 25:) feet, of 
s ~ ~ o w .  A loftry waterfall over 400 fcet, 
irk height  with t h e  n ~ o ~ ~ n t n i ~ ~  hrceze 
swceping i t s  wate rs  into ;L belt of foam 
over ih5 p e r m a n c l ~ t  snow l~c t l ,  an:l tlic- 
srin's rays pla.ying on t h ~ s e  waters lilic. 
d a ~ i r i n g  rainbonrs, l)l,c~senls \vhat s l ~ r e l ~  
n ~ r l s t  1)e one of tlrc mo.st n.ontlrrfn1 
rie\vs O F  t,he \vol.ltl. 

A t l ) o ~ ~ t  t l ~ i ~ . t e c u  nrilcs F11rtl1c.r lips tlrc. 
PO\-etorls l:~ltr of S:~tol>:~i l thn,  wllil-l1 i.-. 
near:? t w o  miles ill cil.r.ui11fcrcl1c.e with 
innumerable c.lr~n~l,s of t ~ . ( ~ , z  along i t s  
h l~orcs ,  ~ v i l  1 1  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I I : I I I ~ ~ I I : :  gLaciers ell- 
l I I I I  111.csenting n sprcnc 
;111(1 ~ ~ i ; r p ; ~ l i l i ~ . c ~ ~ l t  ~ v o r k  of Nat,nrc where 
o111y c :~~l t iva ted  lancls and ~ ~ l e a s n r i ~  
gro~incl.; a r e  Incliing. These or l~ament , -  
of E a r t h  liept o u r  ramel,as busy a ~ r d  I 
figured prolnirlentlu in the  "n40vico" 
of t h e  day. I n  tlie e\-ening t h e  par ty  
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made a hasty retreat t o  Bahinatb.  I 
take a different route along a. road 
which switchbacked through the moun- 
tains, fording many brooks and enierg- 
ing into Badrinath before darkness 
tinally sets in. 

my disposal for the night, and sleep 
the sleep of the Righteous. Sun- 
shine, starry nights and hospital- 
ity marked my stay a t  Badrinath, 
one of the four Northern Ghrines 
which are the original abodes of sages, 
who In ages past, attained supremo 

Ukimatha temple, a celebrated shrine on the 
banks of the Mandakni river and the seat of 

the Kawal Saheb of Kedarnath, 

S had left my flash lamp with tho - 
rest of iny lrit and was surprised tt, 
find t l ~ e t  this important, sacred place 
can hoaut of no High Pox+-er lamps for 
street lightiug but tha t  the wayfarer 
is depcndellt oil. the ligllt afforded by 
the lalnps of the shops, to picli his way 
t l~raugh the streets, and aver the  sus- 
pensio~t bridge* 

I was IorCulmte to meet the Assist- 
a ~ l t  Surgeon ~sllo helped rno over my 
diffiCnlt~-, with the aid of his electric 
torch, aucl let me t o  the  camp of 
Doctor BIuttra Dutt  Tewari. 1l;'hilst 
listcnillg t o  the  Dnctor's conversation, 
I ate 1% isely and \sell. The 1vo13ld has 
Irc~vc~n~c r-rtic. I rct ire, in n COSY xlooli 
of the tent of my generous host, who 
places a camp cot ailcl four blankets a t  

lrno11-1ed~e and wrote philosophical 
literature which Iildia and the whole 
world k proud of. 

STAGES OF TEE MARCH 
No, 06 h. of 

Days Baiting Stages Miles 
16 Brought forward from 

Phase Three .. , 354 
19 Gauriliund to Pothi Basa ... 28 
20 Pothi Bnsa to Chamoli ... 21 
21 Clramoli to Helang Chatti ... 20 
12 H.elLg Chatti to Hauu- 

nian Chatti ... 25 
23 Hanumnn Clzatti to Bad- 

rinatli and environs ... 15 - 
Total ... ... 463 



ON THE BADRINATH-RISWKESH HIGHWAY 
HOMEWARD BOUND. 

A Fiery Furnace 
It was br i l l iant  day l igh t  mllen I bid 

my illustrious hos t  Eare\vell. A grey- 
headed P u n j a b i  affords some comic re- 
licf by embracing me several tinlcs and 
conferring o n  me t h e  t i t l c  of "A1:rhat- 
~ n a "  wllen h c  lea rn t  I h a d  co~ilpletctl  
t h e  pilgrimage a s  t h e  ordinary pilgrirn 
docs. Tlle d a y  was exceptionally ho t  
and  forewarned me of what  was i n  
s tore for  me  011 th i s  l a s t  l a p  of my 
journey-a dis tance of 1GY miles to 
Ltishikesh where t h e  road runts tlirougll 
t h e  valley which is converted into a 
fiery furnace by t h e  lieat emi t ted  from 
t h e  roclcs. 

D u r ~ n g  a midday  h a l t  a t  t h e  p rominent  
rest ing s tage  of Pip111 Koth i ,  t h c  
~ n o n o t o n y  was broken by t h e  intrusion 
of a n  ostctitatioris Bcngali,  answer ing  
t o  t h e  n a m e  of Uhnttachnrj i ,  I ) t ~ r t l c ~ l c ~ l  
with curious leatllcr b u i l d ~ n g s  for  
boots, t rousers  lilrc jointlcss arnlollr, 
a pack on Ilia back, miniaturc I\ 111cl- 
screens t o  protcct  his  eyes, a n d  " A 
IValking Tour  Through  Ind ia  " boldly 
inscril~ed on t h e  band of his  h a t ;  11s 
looked like a n  orplranetl niisfortunc of 
God, nevertheless op t imkt ic  a n d  In 
high spirits,  with a perpetual grrn on 
his face. 

Nearing J o s h i  M a t h a  I sec a f u ~ ~ e r a l  
procession  stealing down t o  t h e  river. 
Could i t  bc my cooly n ~ h o m  1' lef t  ill 
hospital a fcw days a g o ?  N o !  I l c i ~ r n  
he is convalescent ancl I am now con- 
fronted with t h e  difficulty of securing 
a th i rd  line of t ranspor t  on  t h e  3rd  of 
J u n e ,  t h e  K i n g ' s  Bi r thday ,  when all  
t h e  world, including m p c l f ,  is i n  holi- - 
day, mood. 

11'ith a firm hand-shake I hid m y  
fa i th fu l  cooly goodhye whcn t h e  
Assistant Surgeon scntls a latl \\rho I l i ~ t l  

no objection t o  making easy motley. 
H c  a g r e m  t o  carry my l~cd t l in !~  ;IS f a r  
:IS Clranloli for R s .  4 I I I I ~  hat1 scarcc~ly 
gone th ree  miles \vl-rcn 1 1 ~  f e i p c ~ t l  ill- 
ness. I a h n t ~ t l o ~ ~  him n.itll a n  cight- 
a n n a  piece. W h a t  lr~rlc hefalls lnc!  :In 
nnen-rl)loycd rooly , steliping it o u t  i.0 
Risl-riliash, comes my way. W e  l)~.csx 
t h e  pare t o  Helang  where 1 rcstcd for 
the second time. 

The Bone of Contention 
A few scat tered clouds in no \!'ay 

a l l c ~ i a t c d  t h e  day 's  h e a t  b u t  only made 
picture-mxlring difficult. 

On my r e t ~ ~ r n  t o  Chamoli I a m  hos- 
pitaltly entert;tincd by local inhabitants 
who l~acl n-radc my acqunintance a few 
claya earlier whcn l \\.as passing 
through t o  Bi~t lr ini~t l l .  

1 1):rrter my Ilenvy serge coat,  which 
was the  Itone of c . .o~~tcnt ion between 
my cooly nntl ~nysclf  fr.oni t h e  com- 
rnenc~clnc~lt of t h e  journey,  fo r  two 
r~n~l)rcll:rs, one of iv11ic.h I lcft nit11 t h o  
c:lro\vliiclnr t o  give m!- filithful cooly 
\\hen Ilo woulcl pass t l l a t  n a y ,  a s  a 
g i f t  for 11is ralnablc scrvirc. 

RI? arrival coincitles wit11 t h c  visit  
of t l ~ c  I)c~puty Colnn-rissioner t o  t h e  
town. R c  wna accomn-rotlatetl in t h e  
I k s t  Honse perchet1 on  t h e  highest  
lrill \rlrilst I oontcnted myself with 
san11)ling Kali  I i aml i  WaIa's Dhnram- 
snlas. 

A Typical Sunday 

wrncl my \ray o u t  of town, wit11 ' t h e  
11~11) of my e!ectric t o l ~ h .  It ia j u s t  
sun-up ~ t -hen  1 pass tlle p i c t ~ ~ r e s q u e  
town of Nand P r a y a g  a t  t h e  con- 
fluenrc? of t h e  A l c l i ~ ~ n n d a  a ~ l d  Nandalmi 
rivers. The tcmpcrntnrc was then  00'. 
I meet  a s tut lent  of t h e  Allahahntl 
Uni\-ersity. H c  is spending his vaca- 
tion with his  l , rot l~cr  n h o  ca~.r ies  on  a 
Inrgc t rade  in  nriscellnneous articles a t  
Badt.inath. 

It was n typical Sunday.  IVithout 
(-heckin=; my spr rd  <)\.er n sandS road 
F~,onl n.11iclr tlrc. a i r  rose in " ~ ~ i g g l e s , "  
I call n hillt a t  Sonln Chntt i ,  In rom- 
t11o11 \\-it11 o t l ~ c r  pilgrims, laz ing away 
t l ~ c  ;rfterno~)n lirnt.  I'ilgrinrs rcirefih 
tl~cnrscl\ .es in ~ , ig l i t  C ; I ~ I I F S ~  in t h ~  
tri~teris of  iltc ri\.rl.. 

The Fall of a Tropical Night 
0 1 1  r v x ~ ~ ~ ~ l i l ~ g  111' ~n:~rc:li t , ~  K ; I T R I ~  

P I . ; I ~ ~ I ~  i~ fe\v hours I~r fore  sunset  I 
1x1s~ S sa(11111, wllo 11;~s reached his  
j o ~ ~ ~ . n c y ' s  C I I ~ .  1yi11g by t h e  n-ayside. 
\\'he11 unrlefended, ~tr~;~cc~omp:rnie~l  pil- 



X RZAHCH TEIROUGH IJTTAHAKHAND. 

grims die in this  s ta te  of pauperism: 
local sweepers bury them. 

A little further I meet tmo Euro- 
peans on Izorsebaclr, one of whom a.% 
the District Engineer, Pauri, on a tour 
t o  Badrinath to investigate the  con- 
duct of the  naughty b r~dge  which had 
caused great  chaos during the  week. 

High above the  road a t  Karan  
Prayag which is situated a t  the  junc- 

appal.cntlu s c n s i ~ ~ g  danger did not pay 
its wua l  visit. To camonfla~e mj 
fear,, I make a, hasty retreat  to a 
nlore centralized spot in the  bazaar, as 
I]einr; more suited to my convenience. 
The drains and surroundings here are 
none too sanitary and I set  about 
ridcling the place of this discrepancy 
A word to the sweeper and a ecribbled 
note to the Assistant Surgeon for a 
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A conversational Mahomedan made 
my acquaintance. H e  tells me he had 
been a n  Indian Officer, in a l'unjabi 
Regiment. IVliilet a n  Officer, this 
ikfahomedan li:~d been iust.r~lrnenta1 in 
saving the  lile of a wou~~cled General 
011 tlie Nesopota~nian F ron t  when the 
I i~t ter  with one leg riddled with bullets, 
was sinlring in a bog. He  threw tho 
end of his turban to  the  General, pull- 
i ~ ~ g  him ashore ancl carrying him, pick- 
ing a back to a place of safety. Por 
thia gallant deed his family enjoy a 
s1:ecial Life Pension. This fellow has 
cuntented himself to take Holy Orders 
and, in his saffron garb, and clean- 
slraverl face, I mistook him for a 
S\$-ami. 

The Sacred Town of Rudraya 
Prayag 

IVhcn the  p r o n l e ~ . ~  of the  n ig l~ t  
were seeking their retreats to rest, I 
started. the  clay's 1narc.h rc:lcliin,y thc 
i1n1)ortant sacred town of Rudrayu 
Pr;lyag where the transparent waters 
of the Rfnndwlr~ri flow into the nludclg 
arms O F  the  A l e k ~ i a ~ ~ d a .  An elaborate 
Uiltlring Ghat afl'ordls facilities for 
pilgrims to bathe a t  this confl~~encc?. 
I'robably l ludraya Prayag is one of 
the  most important places on the  pil- 
grim highway but the  shops present 
a n  atmosphere of indifference ancl 
neglect. 

With the thermometer rcgiatcring 
110' in Kali T<amli Mrala's Dharamsala 
my midday halt is speedily located in 
the  shade some thick foliage adjacent 
to  a Chatti where the  shopkeeper 
placed a wooden bench a t  my disposal. 
I conlsume my lunch and have a brief 
nap,  balancing, with nronclerful slrill, 011 

this plank, I learnt but too late tha t  
the comfortable Chatt i  a t  Gulabrai, 
a few miles distant, afforded greater 
comfort. 

The day's journey was completed to 
Bhattisera Chatti where cvery facility 
offered for my dinner and a comfort- 
able night's rest. 

Nocturnal Journey 
]In common with other pilgrims, I 

set out  on my nocturnal -jo;rliey to  
avoid the  heat of tlie day. Early 
morning finds me a t  Shrinagar tho 
only town of any size or  importance 
in Pauri  district. It has an  elaborate 
and well-constructed bazaar with a 
broad street and many magnificent 

buildings. Not  far  from the  town in  
the  temple of I<amlcshwar which plays 
an  important par t  in the  itinerary of 
the  pilgrim. I meet three holaemen 
and find they were sharing the  same 
fate a s  myself of being- vegetarians 
under passive resistance. An hour 
1:1ter we hacl' &haken hands and gone 
our separate wags. 

Aljout a mile beyond is the  pictures- 
qlle town of Kirthinagar,  on the  banks 
of the  Aleknanda river, founded by 
H .  H. Ra ja  Kirthi  Shall Bahadur, in 
1896. Like other places on t h e  jour- 
ney, tllere is nothing t o  indicate ~vhere 
the various roads lead to. It mould be 
well if thone interested would cater for 
the  needs of thc  occasional traveller. 

Thc clay's halt  was made a t  Vilwa 
I<edar whr~.c  there is a famous temple 
of C:liiva Ji. I met two \,;ell-to-do pcr- 
sons from thc  "Sunny Soutl~," olie of 
whom prese~~tecl  me with a bottle of 
grape juice. I3ut f o r t l i i s  and the 
gl~astly l ~ c a t ,  t l ~ c  clay's j o~uney  had 
nothing to commend itself. A string- 
mesh bed is plaretl a t  my disposal for 
tlie night a t  Rani Bagh. 

Deva Prayag-The Most Sacred 
Centre 

Sunrise finds me a t  t he  most sacred 
centre on the  pilgrim highway-Deva 
Prayag, the  n . i ~ ~ t c r  residence of the  
l'anclas of Badriilatli built oa  either 
banli of the  conflucncc of the  Bhagirati 
and Aleknancla rivers, which latter 
river is reinforced by the  waters of t h e  
Mandakni. The spot where the  
waters meet is marlied by a lofty white 
flag hoiisted on a. rock. I n  these sacred 
waters thousands of pilgrims bathe 
ancl perform a ceremony for the  repose 
of their dead. I t  is a striking town 
and the  bazar is nrell stocked whilst 
the  dllaramsalas afford every possible 
comfort. It is from this place t h a t  
one road leads to Yamnotree aud Gan- 
gotree a lo t~g the bank6 of the  Bhagi- 
rat i  and t l ~ e  other direct to Badrinatll 
along the banks of the  Alelrnanda. 
The river on tliis sector is some 300 
feet below the levcl of the  road. The 
dcv:~st:~tion n~rori;.llt by the  floods in 
tllo :111tnm11 of 1924 can be h t , t e r  ima- 
gined~ than described where the liigh- 
flood level is aeeri marked on a rock a t  
a considerable height al~ovo the  level 
of tho road. 
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By mid-morning, a t  Byasghat ,  t h e  
a i r  h a s  become like steam. T h e  corru- 
ga ted  roofiug of t h e  dharamsa la  h a d  
rendered t h e  upper s torey into a n  oven 

This  was  t h e  l a s t  n i g h t  of my itine- 
r a r y  a n d  I was t rea ted  t o  a c o m f o h  
able bed and a gmrl night 's  rest .  

Pilgrims tramping onwards in spite of the approaching darkness. 

wit11 n t e l ~ ) p c r ; ~ t u r e  of 110'. 1 vacate 
i111c1 11):lx~ six ~ I O I I T S  of t h e  d a z  in  n 
t l latchcd c , l~nt t i  ~ r l ~ r r e  t11c t,hermorneter 
l i~ni tet l  i t s  :l~.tivitivs t o  I n ' 2 O .  
The Last Night of my Itinerary 

The  As5iata11t. Sul.geo11 of Kanrli, 
mit,h liis c o ~ n p o r ~ n d e r  arrives a t  t h e  
C h a t t i  a f te r  i l~oculat ing t h e  hillnlcn 
; I ~ ; I  iust c1iolc1.a. I feel r n t ' l ~ e r  uneasy a t  
t ' l ~ e  t l r o l ~ ~ l ~ t  of t h e  lrrel-nlrnce of tl118 
cpiilemic :IIIIJ was t.0 sl~nl;e I l ~ e  
d u s t  of t,llis place off 1 1 1 ~  fcet.  

111 1.l1c com1):uny of t'lle doctor I 
~ , c n c h  S<:~l~cli and  \\,as e ~ i t ~ e r t a i n e d  bg 
I I ~ I I I  ill ill(, \ \-I~ol(~-llearted fasllion t h a t  
tl.:~\-c.II(~~.s soon 1(,;11.11 t o  expect.  I bid 
ruy lloh t gnocll~yc \\.it 1 1  11:11111~ recoIIec- 
l i o l ~ s  of  11i.i llosl>italit.v nntl \~.encl my 
\\.:~g oi~n-:~~.cls  rc.nc.11i11g Sclu:rl C l ~ a t t i  a t  
11iglltf~lIl. 

Homeward Bound 
A t  i l l lee  o'c!oclr in  t h e  morn i l~g  1 

cornmelice UIJ- j o ~ ~ r n e y  and pass a 
H a i ~ t l l o o ~ n  1Ve:iviug F ~ c t o r y  which is 
nlell patl.onlsed by pilgrims. 

-4 s t r e p  ascellt of iI11.c-e m ~ l m  faces 
me from Bandarbhal,  t h e  base of t h e  
ascent  where a long clrauglit of good 
rich millc reinforces my energies for 
this  stl .enl~ous c l i ~ ~ i l > .  The physical 
htroin and t h e  penetrat ing sun ' s  1x1s 
were burned 11p ill t h e  fire of m. en-  
thusiasm t o  reach IIIS objective-Rishi- 
livsl~-~vhic.li would find me in t,lie 
" H o m e ~ a r d  Hound" t ra in  ~r l ren  t h e  
1:lst rags of t h e  sun  were disappear- 
ing over t h e  horizon. 

Knli Kanili  T\Tala's P p o o s  serve a 
very humane purpose on th i s  highway 
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where I more t h a n  often refreshed 
my self. 

I n  t h e  evening t h e  mos t  iinpre6sivo 
scenery and  t h e  s i g h t  of a number of 
h u t s  and d\velling houses lenrlnds lne 
t h a t  I a m  lienring t h c  sacred' town of 
I , a k s m a i ~  J hula. T l ~ c  majestic,  lofty 

where ae ra ted  wate rs ,  with cordial3 
and  ice were sold. I order  a long 
clraught of a mix ture  of 'waters '  ancl 
corclials. JVlien m y  cooly g o t  a n  eyeful 
of t h e  'cocktail' lie smiled over  his  
jersey. T h e  th i r s ty  looks he  bestomed 
on t h e  dr ink moved me to share  it 
with him. It was well worth t h e  rupeo 

Tung  Nath temple, 12.000 feet above sea level. 

s u s l ) e ~ r s ~ o ~ ~  briclge across t h e  H o l j  
G a ~ ~ g n s ,  1 ~ 1 t h  w o o d c ~ ~  flats :~nc,ho~.ccI  or^ 

t h e  l lvcr  m l ~ t ~ r e  s l l e l ~ t  religious o b l ~ g a -  
ttons a r e  p e i f o r l ~ ~ e d  b j  sacllrus wl~osc~  
litt le l ~ u t s  a r e  dottccl a l o ~ ~ ;  tlrc I);l111is, 
add lnllcli t o  t h e  beauty ot t h c  sccl1erg 
ancl t h e  s a n c t ~ t y  of t h e   ton^^. On tho  
t i g h t  bank of t h e  r i ~ c r  s tands  t h e  
a n c ~ e n t  temple of S h r i  'aksman J I ,  
on t h e  wall of which a notice renilnds 
"Ladies and  Gentlemen' '  t o  "Bewaro 
of Imitat ions" and  empliatically "de- 
clares t h a t  th i s  is t h e  very spot  where 
Shrt  Ilalusman stood for  one h u n d ~ c t l  
years t o  mash away t h e  sins of   IF 
ancestors"-a mightv f e a t  w h ~ c h  
eclipses t h e  patience of Job ,  ancl 1r111tll 
appeans t o  have Lee11 unnecessary 
when t h e  rushing wate rs  of t h e  Ganges 
a r e  r i g h t  there  t o  was11 away t h e  
universe if necessal y. 

After  th i r ty  days did I str ike a shop 

l p:~icl, fot* it i * c ~ ~ ~ c u . c ~ l  I I I ~  elicrgies for 
tl~c! lalst, 1;tl)  OF t l ~ r e e  miles whicll 
sc)entcd I I V V ~ ~ I .  c l ~ l t l i n ~ ,  througll ,iurst ono 
l)~~olongecl city cstc*ndil~g from Iiaks- 
lltnll J h u l a  t o  ltislliliesh, passing 
Mul~i-lii-Itcti w l ~ c r c  all  t l .ansport 
a r r a n g e ~ ~ l e ~ ~ t  for  t h e  pilgrimage m o  
controlletl Ly t h c  Tehri  Durbar .  

It seeins inrrcdible, in a "Changing 
\vorltll' ils we l i r e  i l l  t,llat when half a 
l a k l ~  of pilgrim.; visit tllrsc: Kort'hern 
S ~ I . ~ I I ( J ~  allnually, thclrc i:, no l~eadmay 
t , o w a ~ d s  the. s t r e ~ l ~ ? ; t l ~ c ~ t i n g  of I)ritlgcs 
;Incl r o n s t r u c t i ~ l g  a n ~ o t o r  r u i ~ d  :I i.011- 

siderable distancv l l c y o ~ ~ t l  t l ~ u  11rc.bcl1L 
limitations : ~ t ,  L:~l i s lna t~  .1l111la. 'I'hcr 
na ture  r,f t11(! r .o l~~l I r \ .  , < ~ ~ ~ ~ o . r ~ s t s  forcibly 
tlr:xt tire ~~lo!;,c~r r.,r.l,l can be estc,~idrtl  
I'or : ~ t  I,J::.+ ;I clistarrce of  t4'11 lniles u p  
t o  Nayce Uhatt i .  

W i t h  t h e  set t ing sun  2nd in  t l l r  still- 
ness of  the  ellin in^, I rrt.l':41F" 111T 
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step happy in the  thought t h a t  I had 
dodged the momoon ;  happier for all 
the liospitality t h a t  lrad been bestowed 
on me and happier still t h a t  1 1lad 
successfully co~npleted my ini,,sioll, 
emerging into It1sliike6li as  "A Pio- 
neer of the  Forest." Though I had 
pressed the  pace t o  cover the  day's  
journey of 28 iniles in the  b u r n ~ n g  
heat of the  sun,  I arrive a t  'Itailhead' 
in time to  see the  tail lamp of tlio 
last t rain of t he  day i n o v i ~ ~ g  off tko 
platform. The p l e a a n t  alternatrve of 
a, motor drive through the  city of 
Hardwar brought my activities to  an 
end and the  morning found me 111 t he  
plains in the ~ n ~ d s t  of s \ve l t e r i~~g  heat  
but with the  hapln(>"t ot  recollections 
which will reinail] green 111 my memor. 
for years to come. 

24 B a d ~ . i ~ ~ a t h  t o  Hclang ... 20 
26 ITclung t o  Chamoli ... 23 
26 Chan~oli to Karan P r a j a g  ... 20 
27 Iinran I'rayag to Uhattiscra 28 
28 B ; ~ t t ~ s e r a  to l iani  Bag11 ... 23 
29 ltanr Bag11 to  Semal 

Chatt i  ... ... 26 
:3O Se l~~ i l l  Chatt i  to  ltislfikesh ... 28 

- 
Grand Total .. . G33 

Average miles per day 22. 

"\lTliether we shall ~ e e t  again I know 
not, 

"Therelore my everlasting farewell 
take l 

"For ever a ~ ~ d  for ever farewell 

Companions of a long trek the author and his 
faithful cosly,  Mallar part company. 

STAGES OF TEE MARCB 
No. of No. of 
1);lj.s. I i : 1 1 i  i l l ?  SI :,;:(>h nrilc~s. 
2% Uloll;,l~t ior.\v:?~.,I fl,onr 

t'llose k'our ... 4(i3 

Afall:~r. 
"It ~ \ . e  s11a11 ~ n e e t  again, IVIIJ ,  we al~all  

\111l1e, 
''If not, why then, o u r  11nrting rras 

nell made." 
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" T o  travrl  broaden,^ one's outlook, 
" Widens onrr'a vicws, 
" Increu.ses one's power o f  perception." 

ILLUSTRATED T R A V E L  TALKS. 

(As good as a Cinema with a " Talkie "-the traveller-- behind it.) 

T H E  R E A L  T H I N G  
of Exceptional Educational Value and Entertainment 

for Boys9 and Girls9 Schools. 

" MY MARCH FROM INDIA T O  ENGLAND 1933 " 
through 

Twelve Countries of Asia and Europe, 
(Baluchistan to  London) . . . ... 5324 miles. 

" A T R E K  '1'HROUGH T H E  HEAK'L' O F  T H E  HIMALAYAS 1929" 
through 

Glorious Knshmir, Ladakh (Middle Tibet) and the 
Kangra Orchard Valley ( K a m ~ l  Pindi to Simla) ... 900 miles. 

SUBJECT 
( 1  1 

SUBJECT 
(11 1 

DUKA'L'ION FOK EACH LECTURE-ONE HOUR. 

" TREKKING THE PILGRIRI ROUTE T H R O U G H  A W O R L D  OF 
WONDER 193.2 " 

reaching 
The sources of the Majestic Ganges and Jumnn Rivers 

where the Hindoo Shrines nestle a t  the foot of the 
penlrs of the Mighty Himalayas (Jumnotree-Gungo- 
tree-Kiddernath-Badrinath and the "Five Prayags") 633 miles. 

HIGHEST REFEKENCES AND CREDENTIALS FROM THE 
INDIAN EMPIRE. 

SUBJECT 
(111) 

(For cretlentials- see within.) 

Tho Tra.rioI/ur p?.es~nta his c.ompliments anrt crt'rle~ttials and offers his services fir 
tht. cl~,~torna?.y Ho~lorari l~rn for each L~cture. 

ORIGINAL TESTIMONIALS ALWAYS ACCOMPANY THE 
TRAVELLER FOR VERIFICATION. 



S '  MY MARCH FROM TNDIA TO ENGLAND-I933 " 

(For credentials-see page opposite.)- 

0 7 s  this mnl-rh, I rarr i~ t l  zvith me the wrztterc good wishes o f  H i s  Ezcellenc?, 

the Virzroy o f  I?sdin-Lord Willingdom, Hi s  Exrellenry the 

i'ornnznnder-in-Chief sn J~tdia-Field-~Varshal Sir Philip Chetervood, 
a71rl n letter o f  in t~odl ic t ion  front His Exorllency the G o v ~ r n o r  o f  

the Unzled Provinct'.~ ( I n d i a )  -Sir Malcolns Hailey,  to the Britis?& 

Co7lafil(rtes of  thr Conti?lents of  Asia cnr2 E I ~ ~ O J ) P  reql~e~tz?1,9 the711 

" to ,-rnrle+ t l l ~ i r  ,9ootl ~er-c!zcea, when neressar?) ". 

The Trave l l e r  in t h e  uniform in which he marched f r o m  India to  England 1933. 

*Fo?. Trazlcller's awtograph see prcge 4 ( h o t t o ~ ~ r ) .  



APPRECIATIONS FROM THE EMPIRE OF INDIA. ~ t .  Patrick's 
High School, 

Aaan 901 
" Last evening a t  the School Assembly Hall, I listened to a most irlteresting (Bengal), 

INDIA. 
" lecture by Mr. M. H. Chnlmers on " HIS MARC'H FKO.11 INDIA 1'0 4th blarch 

" ENGLAND." '1.0 illustrate his description of town nnd country Mr. Cl\almels 

" used lantern slides made from s a ~ p s  actually taken et1 1-elite. 

" The most interesting lecturer finds i t  dificult to keep up the interest of young 
" people, but Mr. Chnlmers was able to keep the attention of 400 boys and girls for 
" over 2 hours. 

" The lecture was not only interesting but cif considerable educational v:llue 
" being the observations of an eye-witness and being suppnrted by very clear 

" lantern slides i t  was felt to be very different from a geography lesson based on 
" the inevitable text-book. 

" I congratulate Mr. Chalmers on his wo~~derful  feat as we!l ns on the great 
success he has attained as a lecturer." 

Mr. M. H. Chalmers delivered two travel lectures to the students of this 
Col. Brown's 

School, on the 25th and 26th February 19 36. Cambridge 
School, 

"Mr. Chalmers' lectures were excellently illustrated by slides taken by himself Dehra Dun 
(U.  P.), 

" during his e xtensive travels i n  Asis. and Europe. He is an amusing and fluent INDIA. 

" lecturer and his talks mere much appreciated by the students and staff. 2nd Mareh 
1936. 

" I feel confident that these travel talks would prove interesting and amusing 

to boys in English Schools." 

(Sd.) \'V. BKOIVN, 
M A. ,  (Honours) Dublin University, 

Colonel l Late Indian Army), 
P~inciprcl. 

" Mr. Chalmers has just' delivered a delightful and most instructirc lecture on 
St. 

" his journey on foot from Indiit to England. Convent, 
Cawnpore 

The rapt attention of the children was sufficient proof of their kceq interest p*),; 

" and appreciation. INDIA. 
3lst October 

IVe hope to  h:tve the pleasure of hearing RIr. Chalmers and of seeing his 1936. 

instructive pictures of another of his jouri~eys one d:iy soon. 
I st,rongly recommend other Institutions to avail themselves of the opportunity 

" of treating their scholnrs to R tnost instructive anrl interesting Geography lesson." 

(Sd.', Rl. STEPHINE. I .R .RI .V . ,  
Prinr,ipal. 



'I'HEKKING 'I'HHOUGH 'I'HE: HEAK'I' 01: T H E  HIhl ALAYAS 
I'H HOIJGH KASMAIIR, L A I I A K H  (hliclille Tibet.) 

(For crcdcn tinls-see pnge opposite.)tf-@" 

The Trauellsc! 'Irl thq Tibetan NatSanal dress 8f a Bud$hT$t (Red Sect.), 



B-S 

PUBLIC OPINION F R O M  THE INDIAN EMPIRE. 

" Mr. M.  H. C h a l ~ ~ ~ e r s ,  Transportntior~ Ojficer, 111dia11 Strch* Hnilw~cyn, nL L k  
" special i~ivitation of tliis Socicty, deli\lered a let-ture on " A \V A 1.K I N(; '1 '01  1 H 
" FROM HAWAI. l'lN1)I l '  A V I A  KASI{MIIt ANI )  I,Al)AKI1 
" (Middle Tibet) on Monday tlie 9th Fel)ruarg, 1!):34. 

"The  lecture wns profusely illustrnted I,y jnteresling Int~Lcrt~ slitlcs and w n ~  
" highly appreciated by Membe~ut and Visitol-s present. 'I'lrc dcsc~. ip t io~~ of his 
'' travels was so vivid nnd his enthusiasm so grent that  tlw R U ( I ~ ~ I I ( Z  W I I I ~ ~  to 
" live in the scenes of his ndventu~-e. 

" The Society thnnks Mr. Chnl~ncrs for lirivillg kil~dly co~rbe~~tcd to clelivrr t11(. 
'm lecture under its auspices.-" 

(S(!.) K .  K.  SE:N GITIb'l'A, 
Vic.r, Yri*xidorrl. 

l'ho (ilmlta 
(P tcy(m. 
pl~LraI 

. k ~ i a t y .  
( i l C l t U 1 .  

(Ikngal J 
I N D I A .  

ola AMI 
1 ~ 3 4 .  

" Mr. M.  H. Chalmers delivered two most intel-estiog and it~structivc 1ct.turc.s 
to my students, find the boys heard him with rapt attention. Hc is 11 fiue lecturer I i i ~ b  Schwd. 
with a sense of subtle humour and his lectures, ;llustrnted aa they nrc with 
beautiful magic lantern slides, are most suitable for the boys of any school in the 1 x 1 ~ 1 ~ .  

" world." 2nd NOV. 
1936. 

(Sd.) J .  P. MITKk:K.IEE. 
M.Sc., l.. l'.. 

8 p? i n f i ) ) ~ ~ / .  

" If there is one thing more than another that  struck nlc RS pa~.t i~uInrlp note- 
St.  Frmci.. 

" worthy about the Illustrated Travel Talk oi Mr. Chalmere, i t  WIM thC eaw with C - ~ , I I ~ ~ ,  
which he was able to attract the attention anti maintain to the end the interest of Iducknow 

(1.. P. ;, the boys no less than that  of the grown-ups who were pl-ivileged to heer him on I S I ) I A .  
Friday last." 10th Jan. 

1936. 
" He led us with the help of pictures taken by himself '' THHOITGH THE: 

'' H E A R T  OF T H E  HIMALAYAS HY \YAY O F  RA\'1'AI.PINL)I, KASHMIR, 
LADAKH (Middle Tibet) AN11 T H E  KANGKA OHCHAHI) VAI,I,E\"' i r ~  his 
journey from Raw81 Pindi to  Simlrt. Mr. Chal~ners is a keen R I I ~  cari.ful 

" observer, and this, ndded to his cournge find enthusiasli~. hils e n ~ h l e d  him to  get 
" the best out of his travels through tracls and roads and passes whose lonel! and 
" perilous condition might well have daunted a less detern~it~ed soul. 

The majestic befluties of the Hiinrtlaya heights, the gorgeous scenes through 
which he and which heggnr descriptio~~, the unspenkahly filthy condition 
and incredible poverty of the people inhrthiting these filtitudes, their sirnplicit! 
and exploitation of the Buddhist Monks of the vnrious Monnsteries situated in thc 
most elevated positions of the H i m ~ l a y a  Klinges -fill these and other ~riost 
interesting fncts mere brought I~cfore our 1ne1rI.a1 vision hy one who 1)osseases in R 
mnrked degree the gift of public speaking. 

This journey on foot is an arhicvement of ~vhich Mr. ('h:tlmr~.s rnny well IR 
" proud : and his ?'rnvel Talk was so vivid and interestir~p that it i h  no c.x~pgrration 
" to  say that  lie 1ir.s in h im the rnrthilig of R \.t*i.y c.oml,etcnt lec.turc.1. in (;copr~l)hy." 

(Sc1.) S. C'EI.ES1'1NE. C). ('. 

l'rittri?)(l/ 



SUBJECT TREKKING T O  'THE SOURCES OF T H E  GANGES AN11 J U M N A  RIVERS 
(111). 

WHERE 1,IE T H E  SACRED H I N D 0 0  SHRINES IN T H E  
GAEtHWAL HIhlIA1,AYAN REGIONS. 

(For credentials--see page opposite.) 

The Travel ler  in the robes of a S A D H U  (Hindu Pr iest ) .  



PUBLIC OPINION FROM THE INDIAN EMPIRE. 

" Mr. M. H. Chalmers' brilliant lecture on " HIS T R E K  TO T H E  SACRED 
"SHRINES O F  UTTRAKHANL) ( G A K H W A L  RJ2GlONS) " delivcred at 
" St. Patrick's High School to the children of St. Patrick's, St. Vincent's and the 
" Loretto Convent on the 17th July  l935 wns an unqualified success. 

" The Teachers of the three schools mere well impressed with the matter in 
" hand and manner of delivery. 

" I congratulate Mr. Chalmers on the success of l~isenterprise, and also on his 
" graphic description of i t  which w:is much appreciated by tall who \rrcre fortunntc 
" in being present." 

(Sd.) J. E. RlcCANN, 
P r i ~ ~ c t  pal .  

" Mr. M. H. Chalmers deliver2d two interesting lectures of his renowned tours, 
" illustrated with beautiful slides in the hall of my school. The lectures were 
" interesting and instructive and the RIasters and Students were gre3tly delighted. 

" The  illustrations of beautifnl scenes, buildings and life iu the Hilly Districts 
" of Mussoorie-Uttrakhand (Garhwnl regions) nere greatly appreciated and of 
" great educative value. 

" If Geography were to be taught through lantern slides mith teachers like 
'' MP. Chalmers, i t  would indeed be very interesting. Rlr. Chalmers is a fine . . " personality, and the account of his adventures are very valuable. - 

(Sd.) A.  RfEHRA, RI. A., 
Hercd ilfrc.~/er. 

" Mr. M. H. Chalmers delivered a series of lectures illustrnted with l ~ n t e r n  
" slides to the staff and students of this s c h o ~ l  on his notable achieremellts in 
" trekking. A large nuinbel* of parents also attentled. In his third lecture he 
" dealt with the Northern Hit\\nlnynn shrines of Uttrukhand (Garhwal Regiou) 
L <  comprising Jutnnotree-GuntrotreeeKi~l(1ernath -Batlrinatli and the Five h " Prayags. The lectures an$ slides were informative as well R S  interesting, the 
b 6 more so because of the pleasing frankness of Alr. Chalmers who possesses also the 
(6 hnppy gift of adapting his renlarks t c ,  the unde~.stnnding of his ! v o ~ r ~ g  audience." 

(S(].) KARIESH\VA4R ?IATH. 
S~c-rrtnt  y. 

MAHXTRl A GANDHI IN HIS POST('XR1I. 1)XTED CAMP-28th hIay 193-& 
14'RO'rE AS UNIIEK T O  T H E  TRAVELLER.--  

Dear Fliend, Your illustr,ttetl pamphlet denling mith your trek through 
Uttrakhnnd is certninly entertnini~lg I envy you lour  good luck in being ~ b l e  to 
pass through tliose Holy P l ~ c e s .  

Yours sincerely, 
RI. K. GANDHI. 

'l'lle pan. jhlet referred to  a b o ~ e  deals \\it11 Subject (111) of m y  trek to t h e  Hindoo 
Shri:les i n  t h e  Himalayas \vh~ch I publis1:ed and dedicated t o  " THE NOBILITY 
011' IN1)IAN \\'OJI4NHOOL, ' . 

(FOR AI'PU S?C'IAI'I(,NS FRORil EIJROPE & G REAT BRITAIY-qvce t.ezlerse.) 

St. Ya t l i ck '~  
High School, 

Asansol 
(Penga l ) ,  
1NI)IA. 

23rd July  
193.5. 

Khattri  
H igh  School. 

Cawnpore 
(U. P.),  
INDI.4. 

30th Nov. 
1955. 

Harcourt  
Butler 

H igh  School, 
Sirnla 

( Pun jab), 
INDIA. 

14th Nay 
1935. 



PUB1,IC OPINION FROM T H E  CONTINENT O F  EUROPE AND G R E A T  
BRITAIN (a  few of many). 

Dleri~zg 1/29 ?/larch fro~tt h d i u  to E7~glatttE i r ~  1933, I w,cs incited to speak 
g ~ n e r a l / $  on the sorial, rel igivl~s and ecortorr~ical l i f e  of  the people o f  Indiu witholrt 
the aid o f  ?)icfllres. The slrhjoined are extracts front the o?.iginal zorztillgs from 
uariotis ptoplt. it1 7iiy book titled " T H E  D I A R Y  OF A T R A M P - I h T D I A  - 
EATGLAND-1933".  

English 
High School, 
1STARl BUL 

(TURKEY). 
29th April 

1933. 

American 
c01 lege. 
h( )FIA 

f 1i111garia). 
r,tlr May 

l 033. 

" T o  listen t o  Mr. Chalmers is to feel that  one is learning something that  is 
" not the result of preconceived ideas, propaganda or self-satisfaction, but some 
.' thing that  he has experienced personally." 

(Sd.) L. H. PEACH, 
Principal. 

" Mr. Chalmers spent the night in the College and spoke to  the Students in 
" their Assembly- All were delighted with him. He is a good talker, a pleasant 
" compariion and a good marcher. l i e  will be welcome if he conics this way again." 

(Sd ) FLOYI) BLACK, 
Principal. 

American 
Grade 
School, 
SOF14 

(Bulgaria). 
11th May 

1933. 

" The  children of the American Grade School had the unusual~pleasure of 
" hearing Mr. Chalmers. They drank in every word and I am sure they will be 
" talking about this interesting rnan for a long time to  come." 

(Sd.) ALMA S. WOODRUFF,  
Pri ncipal, 

SOFIA (Bulgaria). 

University 
of Budapest, 
(Hungary ). 
47th Rlay 

1933. 

" We were all extremely interested and found Mr. Chalmers' talk most instruc- 
" Live. We wish him good luck and God Speed for an undertaking which demands 
" n whole man." 

(Sd.) ARTWUK YAKLAND, 
P?.of~,s.vn~. zn Eriglish L i t e r a t ~ ~ r r .  

Bruges. 
(BE1,GIURI) 

28th June 

" At Bruges on the 28th June, a traveller decked with all the National Flags 
" of practically nll Nations in his helmet, and denoting the Countries through 
" which he trekked in his march fronl Indin to Englnnd met us, nlri~ost like nn 
" irresponsible heretic in appearance ancl :~f ter  n very enjoyable talk-most stimula- 
" ting in rn:lny wnys-he stalked on his way - full of the ' .~~eans" that represent 
" British pluck and  endur:~nce. Good Inck 2nd fine fellow." 

(Sd.) J .  V. IIAVIES. 

STOUR- 
BRILIGE 
CONSER- 
VATIVE 

ASSOCIA- 
TION 

B I R M ~ N -  
GHAM 

(England). 
22nd July 

1933. 

" Mr. Chalmers gave n most interestiag lecture nt Hill and KAKEMOKE 
" CLUB, HLACKHEATH, HI RMINGHAM when :m tiudiencc enjoyed fully the 
" relation of his cxper-iences in India and of his travels to  England and they wish 
" to record their vast npprcciation of his in te l lec tu~l  points :lnd of his methods 
" conveying to  his Countryrnen his extensive views of Indian Legislature". 

(Sd.) WT. MIJNSLOW, 
(lilnirninn, 
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